Madison Crossing Elementary School, 300 Yandell Road, Canton, MS 39046, (601) 898-7710
www.madisoncrossing.org

From Your Principal
Dear Madison Crossing Families,
This year’s winter weather has been very interesting to say the least. These spring-like months have given our teachers and students plenty of “spring” energy for teaching and learning! Our students and teachers have been busy, busy
reading, writing, and learning! Please continue to encourage the habits of reading and writing at home during your
child’s free time.
Keep in mind that our students have many scholastic hurdles still ahead of them this year. Our 3rd-5th graders will be
taking the Mississippi State assessments in April and May, and our 5th graders will also take the MS Science Test. Our 3rd
graders must prove a “passing” score on the English/Language Arts in order to pass to 4th grade. Our goal is to become
an “A” school by raising our test scores and creating life-long learners, but we need your help to keep them focused on
academics during this last quarter of the school year.
Be sure and check the calendar for important upcoming dates. If you know of any prospective Kindergarten students
for next year, be sure and tell them about our Registration on April 5th. There will be a special classroom visitation for all
prospective students who are here from 8:00-9:00. We want to get the word out and register as many as possible.
I wish each of you a wonderful Spring Break! I trust that you will find time to listen, talk, and read, read, read, with your
children!
Yours in Learning,
Martha D’Amico

Super Mavs
Super Mavs who were chosen for
being RESPECTFUL are:
Kindergarten: Sayf Abualya, Staley Crocker, Morise
Jobe, John Gordon Miller, Caylee Smith
First Grade: Julia Anderson, Kaylen Bilbrew, Macey
Cade, Will Cannady, Tyler Martin, Harlyn Walker
Second Grade: Abishai Byrapaka, Nicole Heimer,
Hutch Hoskinson, Saleh Humaid, Samuka Yeddula
Third Grade: Halle Beasley, Ian Denton, Jack Graig,
Laici Sims, Ashton Walker
Fourth Grade: Audrey Clark, Sam Morris, Hayse
Sealy, Maddie Self, Kole Steverson
Fifth Grade: Gabby Caraway, Sophia Hummer, Carson Johnson, Micah Marshall, Caleb West

March
1 - K-5th Read Across America Day
3rd Grade Dress Rehearsal 1:00 p.m.
3 - 3rd Grade Program 8:30 a.m.
6 - 2nd Grade “Around the World Day”
10 - Fun Friday
13-17 - Spring Break (No School)
22 - Kindergarten Dress Rehearsal 1:00 p.m.
24 - Kindergarten “Ready Set Grow” Program 8:30 a.m.
28 - PTO Meeting 6:30 p.m.
30 - Talent Show Rehearsal (TBA)
31 - Crossings Got Talent Show
Concessions 5:30 p.m.
Students Report 6:00 p.m.
Show Starts 6:30 p.m.

KINDERGARTEN

FOURTH GRADE

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

LIBRARY NEWS

What a fabulous February we have had in Kindergarten! We
learned so much this month about our Flag, The Pledge of Allegiance, and our Presidents, George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. We also learned lots of important information about maps. In
Writer’s Workshop, we are concluding a unit on How-To Writing.
In math, we have been focusing on weight, measurement, and subtraction. We are pushing our students to move along in reading
levels, so continue to read every night. We will have our Ready, Set,
Grow Program on March 24th at 8:30. We hope to see you there!!!!

March, 2017! Wow! As fourth graders, we are looking
forward to what March will bring to us in learning! We
have concluded our Civil War Unit and have read Riding
Freedom. In this book, we learned that at a time in our history, women were not given the freedom to vote. Our
next book we will be reading will be Bud, Not Buddy. The
main character is a child of the Depression Era who never
seems to run out of hope and perseverance. In math, we
are beginning our unit on Perimeter and Area. Unit 8 revolves around perimeter, area, and scale drawings. We
will extend our knowledge by developing formulas for the
areas of rectangles, parallelograms, and triangles. We continue to review multiplication and division. In writing
and grammar, we begin our unit on Bringing History to
Life, an information writing piece, and are using our grammar skills to make our communication better. We are continuing our Physical Science unit. In this science unit, we
are studying what is light, what happens when light hits
an object, how does sound travel, and how do you hear
sound. Our yearlong study of Mississippi and its history
continues as we begin a study of Mississippi’s Economy.
We had a wonderful field trip on February 17 to the state
capitol. Fourth grade continues to strive to make this
school year “the best school year ever!”

During the month of March we will take a closer look at the virtue of forgiveness.
Forgiveness is deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay.
We really can’t start planning out ways to forgive until we think back on some
times when we have been forgiven. When we remember the times that someone
looked at our mistakes and chose to forgive us, it is much easier to turn around
and do the same. Doesn’t it feel good when someone says, “It’s ok, I forgive
you?”
Jennifer Agostinelli, Counselor

March 2nd is the birthday of Dr. Seuss. During March we celebrate this date with Read
Across America. Spend time this month
reading with your child.
Mollie Gillespie, Librarian

FIRST GRADE
Where did February go??? We’ve been working so hard in First
Grade! We have concluded our unit on America and finished reading our chapter book Little House in the Big Woods. We are beginning to explore water and the different types of weather. In this
unit we will be reading the chapter book The Wonderful Wizard of
Oz. Our students are really getting involved in our new writing
unit on Opinions. Students will be learning how to write their opinion on books, movies, restaurants, sports, etc. We will also be celebrating our love of books and reading for Dr. Seuss’ birthday with a
“Read Across First Grade Day” on March 3rd. Each student will
write a book review on one of their favorite books to share with the
class! We hope that everyone has a safe and fun Spring Break!

SECOND GRADE
Second grade had a very exciting time in the rainforests of South
America. We learned about the different layers of the rainforest, the
animals that live in these layers and all of the plant life found in the
rainforest. March will be a very busy time for second grade. We will
begin with an exploration of Europe, we will study about famous
artists and some of their famous works. Our creativity will be enhanced as we take a look at some of the wonderful museums in
Europe and create our own pieces of art. Then, we will splash into a
study of pond ecosystems and the benefits of organisms to our environment. We will also compare and contrast weather in the United
States and Europe as we learn about the water cycle. On March 6,
second grade will culminate our study of the continents with a Cultural Explosion. During our “Around the World Day”, second graders will travel from continent to continent and experience the food,
fun, games and customs from around the globe. At the end of
March second grade will start learning about our amazing bodies.

THIRD GRADE
We can’t believe 4th nine weeks is already upon us! This year is
flying by but we need to continue to focus on our goals for this year.
We still have much to learn to be ready for 4th grade! We will be
turning our attention to fables, folk tales and fairy tales. Can you
remember some of your favorites? We will revisit such titles as The
Little Red Hen, The Frog Prince and The Tortoise and the Hare just
to name a few. Consider visiting the library and sharing your favorites with your children this month. Also, our field trip to see the
Mississippi Braves will be in April! Be on the lookout for more Information. Thank you for all you do to guarantee your child’s success.

COMPUTER LAB NEWS
The fifth grade computer club students really enjoyed designing Valentine's Day
cards on the computer for their teachers and the office staff. The Valentine's Day
cards were designed using different typestyles, pictures and colors. Great Job 5th
Grade Computer Club!
Stephanie Whittington, Computer

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
We have now finished our Team Sports unit
and have moved on to our 2nd round of
Challenges. The students will try and break
class, grade and school records in the Pacer
Test, Flexed arm hang, Tennis ball challenge,
Basketball challenge, Jump rope challenge
and High jump challenge.
Coach Matt Cox

MUSIC NOTES
Please join us on Friday, March 3rd, at 8:30 a.m. for the 3rd grade program, “American Heroes.” They will sing about and highlight famous Americans that they have researched. The students will be dressed in costumes to represent the famous Americans
they have chosen to portray. As always, DVD’s will be available from Win Graham. The kindergarten program is scheduled for
Friday, March 24th, at 8:30 a.m. They will sing about the many things they have learned this year in kindergarten. You’ll be
amazed at how much they have grown since August! Fourth and fifth graders will complete their “Recorder Karate” units this
month. Students are allowed to send videos of themselves playing the required pass-off songs, but the video must come from a
parent’s email address and be sent to hharrell@madison-schools.com. Dropbox links (sent through email) are acceptable as well.
Thank you for supporting our music program!
Heidi Harrell, Music

FIFTH GRADE
As spring approaches, the fifth grade teachers are leading
students to the task of performance based writing. We are
ending the 3rd quarter with a research/argument essay.
We have also finished up our Civil War unit, and are now
reading Looking Back, a memoir by Lois Lowry. Don’t
forget about the 4th book report review, which is also a
Lois Lowry book, helps us complete our Lois Lowry author study. In grammar we will be working with pronouns and sentence corrections. We are wrapping up the
3rd book in our Giver series, Messenger, and will begin
the fourth book, Son, after spring break. (Students are anxiously awaiting this book). The fourth fiction book will be
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry, and Escape, Children of
the Holocaust as our non-fiction companion. We are so
excited about the end of the year topics that are discussed,
still focusing on the theme of “survival”. Our history focus
will shift to World War II and the Holocaust, always a favorite. Life science will continue to be our unit of study in
science. We will also study measurement and volume in
math. Our second and last payment is due on March the
1st for our New Orleans Field Trip, which is quickly approaching, as well. There is still so much to discover in
fifth grade!!

PATHWAYS
The second grade PAthways students will begin a unit on engineering this month, starting with a focus on what it means to use
visual/spatial thinking. They will be working with manipulatives like tangrams, dominoes, and Legos to explore concepts like
patterns and symmetry. Simple design challenges will be presented to encourage problem solving using the engineering design
process. Additionally, the children will continue to sharpen their Chess skills by learning new moves and end-game strategies. In
March, the fifth grade PAthways students will conclude the research for their second passion project and begin designing a product with which to creatively present the information they have learned. The unit on design will also continue as the children explore the concept of line designs. After learning the process and creating their own designs on paper, the students will transfer
those designs to wood and make string art. In addition, the students will be building on the technical computer coding skills they
have already learned, through a creative computing program called Scratch, which will enable them to create a wide variety of
interactive media projects, such as animations, stories, and video games.
Lydia Bourne, Pathways
Third grade students finished their study of rocks and gems. Each class prepared a treasure map for another group of students to
search for a hidden treasure. Students also finished up the book, Skinny Bones, by Barbara Parks. Students will be studying robots during the Month of March. They will research the history of robots, learn how a robot communicates, and will learn programming techniques using Code Studio. These students will also learn about the engineering process and will have a local chess
tournament. Fourth grade students will continue their study about the Wild West. Students will be simulating wagon trains
crossing the west on the Oregon Trail. These boys and girls will be engaged in all kinds of projects; such as designing original
word- finds, tall tales, songs and dances; building models of old west artifacts; research papers, and group decisions. The more
points the team makes, the further and faster they move on the “Hacker Trial”. These students will also continue to read The Misadventures of Maude March and will have a local chess tournament. Two of our robotics teams competed in the State Robotics Tournament. They are the Technobots- Jack Richardson, Layla Jones, Jordan Thornhill, Joseph Walker, and Natalie Mason; and the
Rockets- Kaleb Dunlap, Stacia Bennett, Thomas Stoddard, Katie Honigfort, and Julia West. The Rockets finished 12 th in the State
out of 31 teams; and the Technobots came in at #6. These teams will prepare for their next event when they travel to Iowa in
April for the Nationals.
Trish Rhodes, Pathways

