
Roll ofThunder, Hear My Cry
Summary ofthe Novel
Chapter 1 i
It is the first day of school, and Cassie Logan, along with her older brother Stacey and two
younger brothers Christopher—John and Little Man, is walking to school along a dusty
Mississippi road. T.J. Avery and his little brother Claude join them. T.J. will be repeating
seventh grade this year and will be in class with his best friend Stacey. Both boys will be in
Mrs. Logan’s class — something Stacey is unhappy about.

T.J. tells the children about a burning that took place at the Berry farm the night before.
White men set fire to three black men. T.J. also tells them that his mother was upset
because she found out that T.J. had been to the Wallace store where he has been forbidden
to go. i

As the children walk along the road, suddenly a bus comes along behind them. The children
scramble up the bank of the road as the bus roars past, covering them in dust. The bus is for
the white children who go to the white school, and the driver and children riding the bus
delight in scaring the black children as they walk to school.

Jeremy, a white boy, joins them. In spite of criticism from his sister and other white
children, he enjoys associating with the black children. He travels with them until they
reach the crossroads for the white school. I‘

At school, Cassie is in the same large room as Little Man. The students will all receive “new”
readers. However, when Cassie receives hers, she sees that it is in poor condition and is a
cast-off from the white school. Little Man refuses to take the book, and Cassie refuses as
well. At the end of the school day, Cassie hurries to her mother’s classroom to tell her what
happened, but her teacher is already there. Cassie overhears the conversation between the
two and sees her mother glue paper over the inside covers of the books to cover the offensive
book descriptions. .

Chapter 2 l
The children and Big Ma are picking cotton; they see Papa walking down the road. He
normally doesn’t come home from his work at the railroad this time of year, but he has
returned with a tall, serious looking man named Mr. Morrison. Papa has invited Mr.
Morrison to stay with the Logans while he’s working at the railroad. Mr. Morrison was fired
from the railroad for fighting with white men.

At church, Cassie hears about the burning at the Berry farm. Papa warns the children that
they are never to go to the Wallace store.

Chapter 3
It has begun to rain. The rain makes the walk to school even worse because the Jefferson
Davis school bus tries to splash the children with muddy water. One day, the bus forces the
children into a water-filled gully. Stacey tells his siblings to meet him at lunchtime at the
school’s tool shed. They dig a trench along the road where the bus ran them off the road.
After school, they climb up the banks along the road and hide in the woods to watch for the
bus. The bus ends up with a broken axle, and the white children become drenched and
muddy as they to walk home from the damaged bus. ;

i
That evening as the children are studying, Mr. Avery comes to the door. He tells Mama that
the white men are upset at the blacks. Cassie and her brothers overhear the conversation
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and think it is because of the bus. They think the nightriders will be coming after them.
That night, Cassie wakes up and goes outside. She sees a line of headlights coming down the
road toward her house. The lead car comes down her driveway, but then turns around and
leads the caravan down the road.

Chapter 4
That Saturday, the children are clearly shaken over the events of the night men and the bus.
T.J. comes over and tells them about a neighbor who was tarred and feathered because he
called a white storeowner a liar. 1

On the way to school, T.J. shows Stacey his cheat sheet for the history test. Stacey rips it to
pieces. At the end of the day, Cassie and the boys are waiting at the seventh—grade classroom
for Stacey. T.J. bolts out of the door and runs away. T.J. had rewritten his cheat notes for
the test, and when he saw the teacher coming, he gave the notes to Stacey. Stacey was
whipped for cheating.

When Stacey comes out of the classroom, he follows T.J. to the Wallace’s store. Cassie and
the younger boys follow in spite of their father’s warning. Stacey and T.J. begin to fight, but
Mr. Morrison arrives and plucks Stacey from the fight. On the wagon ride back home,
Stacey agrees to tell his mother what happened.

When they arrive at home, Mr. Granger’s car is there. Mr. Granger wants the Logan’s farm.
Big Ma tells Cassie the story of how the Logan family was able to buy the land that had once
belonged to the Granger family.

Stacey tells Mama about going to the Wallace store. That Saturday, Mama takes the children
to visit Mr. Berry. The children see how badly he is burned. On the way home, Mama tells
the children that the Wallaces are responsible for what happened to Mr. Berry. They stop at
some of the farms along the way home to talk to people about shopping at a store other than
the Wallace store. People are resistant to changing stores because they have credit at the
Wallace store and it is close by.

 

lChapter 5
Big Ma takes Cassie, Stacey, and T.J. to Strawberry for market day. Big Ma will be selling
milk and eggs. After selling their goods, they go into town. Big Ma stops to see Wade
Jamison, a white lawyer. She tells the children to stay in the wagon, but T.J. convinces them
to go to the mercantile to order their supplies. T. J. ‘shows Cassie and Stacey a pearl—handled
pistol in the store counter that he’d like to have.

Stacey gives Mr. Barnett, the storeowner, his list. Mr. Barnett begins to fill the order, but
then stops to help a white customer. Cassie becomes angry when she sees Mr. Barnett
serving another white customer instead of completing her order: Cassie decides to remind
Mr. Barnett about their order. Mr. Barnett yells at Cola‘ssie and demands that Stacey takes her
out of the store. Cassie yells back at him, but leaves the store with Stacey.

On the street, Cassie bumps into Lillian Jean who thln insists that Cassie apologize. Cassie
does, but then Lillian Jean tells Cassie to walk in the street rather than on the sidewalk.
Cassie refuses, but Mr. Simms grabs Cassie and pushes her into the street. Big Ma arrives,
but Mr. Simms demands that Cassie apologize and call Lillian Jean “Miss Lillian Jean.”
Cassie tearfully and reluctantly obeys.
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Chapter 6
Back home, the children discover a car in the barn that looks very similar to Mr. Granger’s.
They go into the house to find that Uncle Hammer has come for his annual visit from
Chicago.

Cassie tells Uncle Hammer about what happened in Strawberry. Uncle Hammer becomes
angry and decides to go out. Mama and Big Ma try to stop him, but he refuses. Mama sends
Stacey to get Mr. Morrison, and as Uncle Hammer begins to drive off, Mr. Morrison jumps
into the car and they drive away together. Mama and Big Ma are afraid Uncle Hammer will
seek revenge on the Simmses, but as long as Mr. Morrison is with him, they think he is safe.

As Mama tucks Cassie into bed that night, they talk about the unfairness of what happened
in Strawberry. Mama explains to Cassie that some whites believe they are superior because
of their skin color.

The next day Uncle Hammer is going to take them to church. Before they go, he gives Stacey
a new wool coat. When they get to church, T.J. tells him he looks like a fat preacher. After
church, Uncle Hammer takes them to Strawberry in his car. On the way home they begin to
drive through a single-lane bridge. Normally, black travelers must give the right of way to
white travelers. However, since Uncle Hammer’s car is the same as Mr. Grangers, the
Wallace family traveling over the bridge backs up thinking the car is Mr. Granger’s. As
Uncle Hammer drives over the bridge first, Mama warns that they will pay for that one day.

1
Chapter 7
A few days later Mama discovers that Stacey has given his new coat to T.J. Rather than
allowing him to go and get it back, Uncle Hammer says that Stacey didn’t deserve the coat if
he could be talked out of it by T.J.

Christmas Eve arrives and Papa comes home. The adults share family stories. Mr. Morrison
tells about his family; when he was a young boy, the night men came and killed them on
Christmas. '

Later that evening, Cassie overhears the adults talking about the Wallace store. They want
to convince families to shop somewhere else, but peoplelneed credit to shop there. The only
collateral the Logans have is land, and they would surely lose it if they put it up as credit for
their neighbors.

l
On Christmas day the children open a few presents, go to church, and return home for
dinner with the Averys. After dinner, they have a visitor; — Jeremy Simms. He brings a bag
of nuts for the family and a wooden flute for Stacey. After the Averys leave, Papa warns
Stacey about fostering a friendship with Jeremy. Papa thinks friendships between blacks
and whites can only lead to trouble.

The next day Mr. Jamison visits, and Big Ma turns ownership of the land over to her sons.
Mr. Jamison agrees to back the credit for people to shop in Vicksburg rather than at the
Wallace store. After this, Mama, Papa, and Uncle Hammer go around the area and take
orders for items from Vicksburg. Papa, Uncle Hammer, and Mr. Morrison go to Vicksburg
to get the items people ordered. Mr. Granger, aware of this turn of events, pays a visit to the
Logans and warns that the bank could call the loan for the farm, and they could lose their
land. Mr. Granger threatens that if they don’t stop going to Vicksburg, there will be trouble.
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0 Chapter 8 ,1
Cassie has decided it is time to get her revenge on Lillian Jean for the wrongs she put Cassie
through in Strawberry. She befriends her on the way“ home from school, carries Lillian
Jean’s books, and calls her “Miss.”

Uncle Hammer leaves on New Year’s Day, and Cassie and Papa take a walk in the forest.
They talk about what happened in Strawberry. They} talk about the racial inequalities and
what should and shouldn’t be done about it. ‘

Cassie continues to ingratiate herself to Lillian Jean, and Lillian Jean confides in Cassie —
sharing gossip and secrets as they travel to school. T..J. is still struggling to pass Mrs.
Logan’s class. He’s been found cheating; he’s angry at the Logan children and runs away
from them. Stacey suspects he has gone to the Wallace’s store.

After a month of befriending Lillian Jean, Cassie lures her into the forest with the promise of
a surprise for her. When they enter the forest, Cassie fights with her, pulling her hair and
insisting Lillian Jean apologize for the events in Strawberry. Cassie threatens to tell all of
Lillian Jean’s secrets if she tells anyone about what happened in the woods.

One day, Cassie sees Kaleb Wallace at school. WhenjCassie goes to investigate, she sees that
Kaleb Wallace, Harlan Granger, and another man are in Mama’s classroom looking at the
books. They discover that Mama covered the inside of the book. Additionally, they confront
her about teaching things that weren’t in the book since they weren’t approved by the Board
of Education. Mama loses her job. Mama believes this was just an excuse to get back at the
Logans for shopping in Vicksburg.

The children learn that T.J. told Kaleb Wallace about Mama at the Wallace’s store. Stacey
and Cassie confront T.J. Stacey tells Cassie that T.J. will receive something worse than the
beating Cassie thinks he should get. Back at school, T.J. is shunned by his classmates. T.J.
tries to apologize and make excuses to the Logan children, but they tell him they want
nothing more to do with him. T.J. runs away from them, saying he has better friends——
friends that are white.

Chapter 9
It is spring and time to plant the fields. The children will only go to school until mid-March
so they can help with the crops. One day on their last week of school, the children are
walking with Jeremy Simms. He tells them that his older brothers, R.W. and Melvin, have
befriended T.J. They act like they like him when T.J. is around, but when he leaves they
laugh and make fun of him.

That evening Mr. Jamison makes a short visit to Papa. Papa tells Mama that Thurston
Wallace has been telling people in town that he’s going to put a stop to the shopping trips to
Vicksburg.

Papa has still not returned to his job at the railroad though it is clear the family needs the
money since Mama has lost her job. One evening two neighbors visit them. They tell Papa
that they don’t want the items they’ve requested from Vicksburg. They tell Papa that Mr.
Granger is asking for more of their cotton, and it’s too late to plant more. The men are
worried that if they can’t pay their debts, they’ll be put on a chain gang.

Papa, Stacey, and Mr. Morrison leave for Vicksburg the next day. They are late in returning,
and everyone is worried about them. They return, and Papa has been injured. His leg is
broken. Stacey tells Cassie that on their way home from Vicksburg the wagon wheels came
off. As they were fixing the wagon, someone shot at them. Papa fell on the ground under the
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wagon, the mule jumped, and the wagon rolled onto Papa’s leg. Mr. Morrison picked up one
of the attackers and threw him to the ground and fought with the other men, severely
injuring them. Stacey thinks the men were the Wallaces.

Chapter 10
Since Papa’s leg is broken, he won’t be able to go back to work at the railroad. Money is
tight, but Mama and Papa think they’ll be able to make it until the cotton crop is harvested.

Cassie, Stacey, Christopher-John, and Little Man go with Mr. Morrison in the wagon to visit
the Wiggins family. On their way back, a pickup truck drives toward them and blocks the
road. It’s Kaleb Wallace who gets out of the truck and threatens Mr. Morrison for the
injuries he caused Kaleb’s brothers. Mr. Morrison calmly gets out of the wagon and lifts up
the truck to move it out of the wagon’s way. When Mama finds out what happened, she
wants Mr. Morrison to go away before the men come for. him, but Mr. Morrison wants to
stay with the Logans; he feels they are his family now. I

l

By August, the hot weather is oppressive. The children go into the forest one day to cool off
and they meet Jeremy. Jeremy tells them he sees T.J. often since he’s a friend of Jeremy’s
brothers.

The bank calls in the note for the farm. Papa and Mr. Morrison go in to talk to the bank, but
they must pay off the loan in full even though it’s not due to be paid in full for four more
years. Papa calls Hammer to get the money. He assures Mama and Big Ma that they will not
lose the land. He is sure that Harlan Granger is behind the bank’s actions.

It is time for the annual revival. Uncle Hammer arrives at the revival — walking. He’s sold
his car to get money to pay the loan. He will only stay a few days, and Papa is worried about
his temper causing trouble, so it is better that he returns to Chicago.

l
On the last day of the revival, the weather is ominous. It‘ looks like there will be a storm.
The children see T.J. and the Simms boys approaching. T.J. brags about his friendship with
Melvin and R.W. and the clothes they have given him. They also promised to give him the
pearl-handled pistol he wanted in the mercantile. The children are unimpressed and turn to
go to into the service. As Cassie walks into the church, she turns to see T.J. go off with the
Simms boys.

Chapter 11
That evening Cassie can’t sleep. It’s hot and muggy. Cassie hears something on the front
porch. It is T.J. He is hurt and needs Stacey’s help to get home. At Stacey’s insistence, T.J.
tells him he, R.W. and Melvin broke into the mercantile to steal the pearl—handled pistol T.J.
wanted, along with a cash box. While they were in the store, Mr. Barnett and his wife caught
them. R.W. hit Mr. Barnett over the head with the flat of an axe and knocked Mrs. Barnett
out. Once they left the mercantile, T.J. wanted the boys to take him home, but the Simms
boys didn’t want him to go. They beat him up and left him in the truck while they went to
the pool hall. T.J. crawled out of the truck and made it to the Logan home.

After much debate, the children agree to walk him home. As they watch T.J. sneak into his
house, they see several cars coming closer and closer to the Avery’s home. The Logan
children hide in the forest but are able to see the events that unfold. Kaleb Wallace, leading
the group, pounds on the Avery door demanding that T.J. come out. R.W. and Melvin are
among the men who drag the Avery family out of their home. They discover the pistol stolen
from the mercantile, and R.W. and Melvin tell everyone that they saw T.J . and two other
boys leaving the mercantile.
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As the Logan children watch helplessly, the mob beais up on T.J. and his family when two
other cars approach. Mr. Jamison gets out of one ofIthe cars and confronts the crowd. Mr.
Jamison tells the men that the Barnetts are still alive, and they should let the sheriff handle
the matter. The sheriff steps out of the other car; he ‘has a message from Mr. Granger: there
will be no hanging on his land.  
The men suggest that they take T.J. somewhere else and hang him along with Mr. Morrison
and Papa. The crowd appears determined to hang the three men though Mr. Jamison tries
to stop them. Stacey sends Cassie back home to tell Papa. Reluctantly, Cassie leaves Stacey
and goes home with Christopher-John and Little Man to tell Papa what is happening.

Chapter 12 .
Cassie and the boys arrive at home to find the adultsjare awake. Cassie tells them what
happened. Papa and Mama argue briefly about what can be done. Papa takes his gun in
spite of Mama’s pleas for him to find another way to resolve the situation. Papa stares out at
the lightning and then leaves with Mr. Morrison.

Mama, Big Ma and the children wait as they listen to, the thunder. Suddenly, Mama smells
smoke. They see that the cotton is on fire. It has been struck by lightning. The fire is
spreading toward the Granger forest, and if it reaches the forest, it will burn all the way to
Strawberry.

Mama and Big Ma run to fight the fire, but they demfnd the children stay in the house.
Later, Jeremy Simms appears. He tells the children hat he and his father have been fighting
the fire along with Melvin, R.W., and other men from. town. Jeremy tells them that the fire
started when the lightning hit a wooden fence post and sparked the cotton. Jeremy confirms
that he saw Papa, Stacey, and Mr. Granger all fighting the fire. Jeremy returns to fighting
the fire when it begins to rain.  
At dawn, the fire is out. Stacey and Christopher-John leave the house to survey the damaged
cotton. They see people still fighting the fire. Their faces are covered with kerchiefs, so it is
difficult to tell who they are. The children see that both black and white adults are working
together to put out the last of the fire. ‘

When Mama and Big Ma return home, they tell the children that the sheriff took T.J. to
Strawberry. Stacey tells them that Mr. Granger stopped the men from hurting T.J. further
and sent them to fight the fire. Later, Stacey tells Cassie the whole story. The men were
intent on hanging T.J., but Mr. Jamison tried to stop them. The men fought Mr. Jamison
and began to leave with T.J. when Mr. Granger discovered the fire, and he sent the men to
fight it.

Mr. Jamison comes to the house. He tells them thatMr. Barnett died. Papa offers to go to
town with the Averys, but Mr. Jamison recommends, that Papa stay away from town. People
think the fire was started from a lightning strike, and Mr. Jamison thinks it’s best that
people don’t question that. Cassie realizes that Papal was the one who started the fire, which
caused Mr. Granger to stop the mob. Stacey asks Papa what will happen to T.J. and Papa
can’t assure them that T.J. won’t die. Cassie goes to bed and cries — she has a new
understanding of life.  
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