
Comp I 
Summer Reading Discussion Questions 

 for Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys 
 
After reading the novel Wide Sargasso Sea, answer the following questions. 
 

1. In the novel Wide Sargasso Sea, setting and characterization are inextricably linked 
throughout. Analyze how setting is a dominant factor in this text. Additionally, discuss 
the difference between Rochester’s British view of the West Indies with that of the 
"exotic" or "the Other,” as seen by Antoinette and the natives. 

 
2. Madness is a powerful motif throughout the novel. Analyze the madness of Annette 

(Antoinette's mother) and of Antoinette (Bertha). Is their madness inherent, or is it 
acquired through events and circumstances? 
 

3. On p. 78 of Wide Sargasso Sea, Rochester touches a vase of roses and the petals fall off. 
He then references a poem and asks “Is that poem true? Have all beautiful things sad 
destinies?” What does Rochester mean and how does this ring true regarding all things 
living in this novel—from Antoinette, to the lush tropical setting. 

 
 

4. On p. 79 of Wide Sargasso Sea, Rochester describes the setting as “…a beautiful place – 
wild, untouched, above all untouched, with an alien, disturbing, secret loveliness. And it 
kept its secret. I’d find myself thinking. ‘What I see is nothing – I want what it hides – 
that is not nothing.’” How must he view his surroundings and how do these 
surroundings relate to Antoinette? What is it that he wants to find? 

 
5. Discuss the connection between womanhood, enslavement, and madness as it appears 

in the novel.  
 

6. List 3 symbols from the novel and discuss the significance of each. 
 

Guidelines: 

1. Discuss each question in at least 150 words. Be sure to cite examples from the novel in 
each of your discussion questions.  

2. Type your assignment in MLA format. (Times New Roman, 12 ft., double-spaced evenly 
throughout, etc.) Refer to the Owl Purdue website for MLA formatting if needed. Print 
your assignment and bring to class the 2nd class meeting.  


