
2019-2020/ TEMPLE  AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
 

REHUGO SUMMER PROJECT 
 

Advanced Placement Language and Composition is a very challenging class that is designed to 
engage students to become skilled writers and critical thinkers. Students in this class will be 
expected to draft, revise, and review several forms of essays; develop research skills; present and 
evaluate argument in a variety of texts. This class serves the “larger goal of cultivating the 
critical literacy skills students need for life-long learning.” It is a class that all students should 
take to learn to recognize and design argument that is essential for them to grow into 
conscientious adults. 
 
As an introduction to some of the expectations and types of assignments this year, the students 
will complete a FULL REHUGO project on the summer reading novel The Scarlet Letter by 
Nathaniel Hawthorne and ONLY THE “R” COMPONENT OF The Things They Carried by Tim 
O’Brien. 
 
*Students will need a three-ring binder with tabs to divide the books and their following entries: 
R: READING    
E: ENTERTAINMENT   
H: HISTORY    
U: UNIVERSAL TRUTHS     
G: GOVERNMENT/CURRENT EVENTS  
O: OBSERVATION/PERSONAL EXPERIENCES 
 
**Bring your completed notebooks and both novels on the first day of school!*** 
 

R=READING: 
ALL WRITTEN MATERIAL WILL BE PLACED IN THIS SECTION OF NOTEBOOK. 

!!!!This READING section needs to be done for both summer novels!!!! 
 

1.   Writing in your books: You will need to have hard copies of EACH book to use and write in 
for class. Annotate BOTH of the summer novels. If you prefer not to write in your book, use 
sticky notes or another annotation method to put in your notebook. 
 If you do not know how to annotate, here is an example video from YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muZcJXlfCWs  
2. Writing for notebook: In typed format, will create a LITERARY PRECIS for each book 
 http://www.vhstigers.org/ourpages/auto/2006/10/6/1160143141992/Literary%20Precis.pdf 
3. Writing for notebook: Identify, copy from the text with page numbers AND Evaluate Three 
Key passages from The Scarlet Letter. 
Here is a link to an actual teacher identifying passages from The Scarlet Letter! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlraPYDM-9g 
 
** Be prepared to speak in class about anything from the READING section** 

 
 



E=ENTERTAINMENT: 
ALL WRITTEN MATERIAL WILL BE PLACED IN THIS SECTION OF NOTEBOOK. 
This category will be completed for only The Scarlet Letter. 
 
1. Viewing: Watch a full-length movie, play, television series or listen to a podcast -- one your 
parents approve of --that relates to the historical content of The Scarlet Letter 
Here are some options:  The movie version of The Scarlet Letter is not an option -  
 The Crucible (1996) 
 The New World (2005) 
 Desperate Crossing (2006) 
 The Last of the Mohicans (1992) 

 
2. Reading and printing for notebook: Find a movie review example of a movie you have seen  
from one of the following resources: 
https://www.rogerebert.com/ 
https://www.npr.org/sections/movie-reviews/ 
https://www.rollingstone.com/movies/movie-reviews/ 
https://www.nytimes.com/reviews/movies 
 
3. Writing for notebook: Using your example review as a model, write a movie review of the 
movie you watched. 
 

H=HISTORY: 
ALL WRITTEN MATERIAL WILL BE PLACED IN THIS SECTION OF NOTEBOOK. 
This category will be completed for only The Scarlet Letter. 
 
PART ONE: 
1. Viewing: Watch one of the following documentaries:  

-BBC Documentary (2016) The Mayflower Pilgrims 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iXtUuDRBO2s&t=50s 

-American History the Pilgrims journey 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNNKGAybe08 

-America, the Story of us, Life in Jamestown  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUiCE_RHxvU 
 
2. Writing for notebook:  
First, look at what makes a good documentary:  
http://www.documentarytube.com/articles/what-makes-a-good-documentary-film 
Then, watch the video below to write a documentary review.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2Phxg-li2E 
3. Writing for notebook. For the Documentary, write a one-two page response. 
https://leo.stcloudstate.edu/acadwrite/reaction.html 
 
 
 
 



HISTORY:  PART TWO 
 1. Reading: READ and print out (or provide links to ) TWO Primary Source documents from the 
early colonial American time 
such as early state charters, histories, speeches, or declarations from this Constitution Society 
website: 
http://www.constitution.org/primarysources/primarysources.html 
 
2. Writing for the notebook. Create a SOAPSTONE document for each source following the 
guidelines presented by AP Central: 

This is what the SOAPStone strategy is: 
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/resources/soapstone-strategy-reading-and-
writing 
Here is another example:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQ-Vcj-sezc 
  

You can complete the SOAPstone activity by creating a chart or by writing in paragraphs. There 
are several images and templates available if you search Google.  

 
 

U=UNIVERSAL TRUTH  
 

ALL WRITTEN MATERIAL WILL BE PLACED IN THIS SECTION OF NOTEBOOK. 
This category will be completed for only The Scarlet Letter. 
Universal truths: a truth that is logically valid and considered to transcend the physical states of 
the universe existing beyond all times and places.  
 
1.  Research/Google and print out famous quotes that are not cliché and find one that you argue 
connects to the novel The Scarlet Letter in some way.  
2. Writing for notebook: write a one-two page response that examines the meaning of the truth 
and your reason for its connection to the novel.  
3. Research and Locate and print out for notebook a second universal truth that is one you 
connect with on a personal level. 
4. Writing for notebook: In a separate document, write a one to two page response that examines 
and argues why and how this universal rule applies to your own life. 
 

G= GOVERNMENT/CURRENT EVENTS 
ALL WRITTEN MATERIAL WILL BE PLACED IN THIS SECTION OF NOTEBOOK. 
This category will be completed for only The Scarlet Letter. 
1. Locate and print out two op-ed pieces concerning any of the following concepts relating to 
The Scarlet Letter. Ideas for content include: 
Religion/church; religion/church in politics; women in society; crime and punishment; 
community/individual relationships; or another op-ed piece you can justify. 
 
2. Writing for notebook: write a RHETORICAL PRECIS for each. A video explaining exactly 
what the four-sentence Rhetorical precis requires is here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7AiGt03eXk 



 
 

O=OBSERVATION 
ALL WRITTEN MATERIAL WILL BE PLACED IN THIS SECTION OF NOTEBOOK. 
This category will be completed for only The Scarlet Letter. 
 
1. Visual Analysis: This category wants you to observe TWO visuals and complete the charts on 
basic art analysis. Locate two works of visual art that connect to the colonial/Puritan times and 
print out/provide links for me to see them and complete an OPTIC chart for your notebook based 
upon the following video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mG_O_79iM8M 
 
2. Some places for visual arts found at the Library of Congress. Search for keywords like 
“Puritan” or “Pilgrim” or “Colonial America”: 
https://www.loc.gov/ 
 
 
In your notebooks, I should see: 
Reading: Proof of annotation, 1 literary precis, three key passages with evaluations 
Entertainment: 1 model of review from any movie, 1 review for your chosen movie written by 
you 
History: 1 documentary analysis, 1 personal response, two printed early primary sources (or 
links to find them) and 2 SOAPTONE charts 
Universal Truth: 1 famous quote connected to The Scarlet Letter, 1 personal response to the 
quotation, 1 personal universal truth, 1 personal response to your chosen personal truth 
Government/CE: 2 printed op-ed pieces (or links to find them) relating to The Scarlet Letter 
and 2 rhetorical precis 
Observation: Links to 2 visuals and 2 OPTIC charts. 
 
Email me at rtemple@madison-schools.com if you have questions. 
 
 
 
 


