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DAY DATE WORD DEFINITION, WORD IN CONTEXT, SYNONYM(S) 
THURSDAY August 04 savory (adj.) delicious and tasty; possessing an appetizing smell or taste; salty or spicy rather than sweet 

*I could not stop eating the savory soup. 
*syn.:  piquant, delectable, aromatic 

FRIDAY August 05 alienate (v.) to make unfriendly, hostile, or indifferent especially where an attachment once existed 
*The latest tax increases will alienate many voters.  
*syn.:  estrange, isolate, disaffect, sever 

    
MONDAY August 08 lucid (adj.) expressed clearly; easy to understand; having clarity 

*The new CEO gave a lucid account of her plans for the company’s future. 
*syn.:  cogent, lucent, coherent 

TUESDAY August 09 celestial (adj.) pertaining to the sky or visible heaven; pertaining to the spiritual or invisible heaven 
*The solar eclipse is a celestial event. 
*The late afternoon sunlight gave the room a celestial glow. 
*syn.:  heavenly, ethereal  

WEDNESDAY August 10 peruse (v.) 
This word is a contronym:  
it has two meanings that 
are opposites. 

to read thoroughly or carefully  
*She leaned forward to peruse the document more closely. 
*syn.:  scrutinize 
to read in a relaxed manner 
*As soon as they were seated, Cynthia perused the menu quickly and ordered her favorite burger. 
*syn.:  scan 

THURSDAY August 11 withering (adj.) intense; intended to make someone feel humiliated; chagrined 
*Stephanie’s withering response to the reporter’s questions was unprofessional.  
*syn.:  scornful, sneering, scathing; contemptuous 

FRIDAY August 12 abhor (v.) regard with disgust and hatred 
*I abhor the smell of burnt popcorn! 
*syn.:  loathe, despise, detest 

    

MONDAY August 15 fallacy (n.) a mistaken belief, especially one based on unsound argument; a misleading or false notion or belief 
*It’s a fallacy to suppose that wealth brings happiness. 
*syn.:  misconception, delusion 

TUESDAY August 16 enfranchise (v.) give the right to vote to 
*He saw that to establish peace in Ireland, Roman Catholics would have to be enfranchised. 
* syn.:  empower 

WEDNESDAY August 17 placid (adj.) calm and peaceful with little movement or activity; not easily upset or excited 
*He watched the placid surface of the lake.  
*syn.:  tranquil, serene 



THURSDAY August18 talisman (n.) an object, typically an inscribed ring or stone, that is thought to have magic powers and to bring good luck 
*He wore a glowing talisman on a leather chain around his neck whenever he set off on an adventure. 
* syn.:  amulet, relic, charm 

FRIDAY August 19 acrid (adj.) having an irritatingly strong and unpleasant taste or smell 
*The acrid smell of the cigarette smoke burned her nose and brought tears to her eyes. 
*syn.:  pungent 
angry and bitter 
*The political party could rebrand its image and change the acrid reputation it has. 
*syn.:  harsh, acerbic, scathing, mordant  

    
MONDAY August 22 bilk (v.) obtain or withhold money from (someone) by deceit or without justification; cheat or defraud 

*The painters failed to finish painting our house and bilked us out of our payment. 
*syn.:  swindle, exploit, con, fleece 

TUESDAY August 23 cower (v.) crouch in fear 
*When he was afraid, the little puppy cowered before the violent man. 
*syn.:  cringe, recoil, blanch 

WEDNESDAY August 24 harangue (v.) a lengthy and aggressive speech 
*The team was subjected to the usual half-time harangue by their coach. 
*syn.:  tirade, diatribe, rant, invective 

THURSDAY August 25 nullify (v.) make legally null and void; invalidate; make of no use or value; cancel out 
*The new board of directors hoped to nullify the former CEO’s long term policy of no sick leave. 
*syn.:  annul, negate; vacate 

FRIDAY August 26 replete (adj.) filled or well-supplied with something; very full; sated by food 
*The soft drink commercial, replete with special effects and a host of celebrities, received mixed reviews. 
*syn.:  brimming, abounding, corpulent; flush; rife 

    
MONDAY August 29 complacent (adj.) satisfied with the current situation and unconcerned with changing it; smugness 

*He is too complacent to make the necessary changes in his study habits. 
*syn.:  self-satisfied, arrogance, nonchalant 

TUESDAY August 30 corroborate (v.) confirm or give support to; verify 
*We now have new data that corroborates the theory of how the disease spread. 
*syn.:  authenticate, validate, substantiate  

WEDNESDAY August 31 divert (v.) cause (someone or something) to change course or turn from one direction to another; draw attention 
away from something or someone else 
*The wealthy landowners wanted to divert the river from its natural flow so that they could use it for irrigation. 
*syn.:  distract, preempted, veer 

THURSDAY September 01 egregious (adj.) outstandingly bad; shocking; flagrant 
*It is no surprise that no one believed Tom’s story; he is an egregious liar. 
*syn.:  appalling, grievous, atrocious, heinous, horrendous 

FRIDAY September 02 illuminate (v.) make (something) visible or bright by shining a light on it; light up 
*A flash of lightning illuminated the house. 
*syn.:  emblaze, irradiate 
help to clarify or explain 
*The leader’s explanation did not illuminate why the launch of the new technology was canceled. 
*syn.:  elucidate, explicate 

    



MONDAY September 05 XXXX Labor Day Holiday 
TUESDAY September 06 enigma (n.) a mystery or puzzle; difficult to understand 

*The origin of the tale is an enigma; no one knows how it started. 
*syn.:  quandary, conundrum; paradox 

WEDNESDAY September 07 eminent (adj.) famous and respected; distinguished; high in rank, station, or reputation 
*She is eminent both as a sculptor and as a portrait painter. 
*syn.:  illustrious; renowned; esteemed;  

THURSDAY September 08 pretentious (adj.) attempting to impress by affecting greater importance, talent, culture, etc., than is actually possessed 
*The new club became a pretentious gathering of those who wanted to show off their social status. 
*syn.:  affected; fake; ostentatious; pompous 

FRIDAY September 09 admonish (v.) warn or scold someone firmly; advise or urge (someone) earnestly 
*Because I talked too much in class, my teacher admonished me to finish my work before time ran out. 
*syn.:  reprimand, rebuke, reprove, chastise 

    
MONDAY September 12 reprehensible (adj.) shameful; very bad; deserving condemnation 

*Most of the world believes Russia’s attack of Ukraine is reprehensible. 
*syn.:  deplorable; disgraceful; despicable; dishonorable, ignoble 

TUESDAY September 13 harbinger (n.) signs; bringers of warnings; foreshadowing a future event; a forerunner of something 
*Everyone knows that the groundhog is the harbinger of spring. 
*syn.:  herald, prelude; portent, omen; precursor 

WEDNESDAY 
 

September 14 obdurate (adj.) stubbornly refusing to change one’s opinion or course of action; stubbornly persistent; unyielding 
*The President remains obdurate on the question of tax cuts and refuses to even discuss the issue. 
*syn.:  intractable, obstinate, intransigent; implacable; willful 

THURSDAY September 15 reprieve (n.) temporary relief from pain, punishment, etc.  
*To students, “snow days” offer a wonderful reprieve from school. 
*syn.:  respite; amnesty 

FRIDAY September 16 emulate (v.) copy (someone or something) with effort to equal or surpass another 
*She grew up emulating her sports heroes. 
*syn.:  imitate, mimic; rival; model 

    
MONDAY September 19 plausible (adj.) seeming reasonable or probable; believable  

*When Jason forgot to do his homework, he tried to create a plausible excuse his teacher would believe. 
*syn.: credible; feasible; tenable 

TUESDAY September 20 obfuscate (v.) to make obscure, unclear, or unintelligible; to deliberately make something difficult to understand 
*The contract was filled with legal words meant to obfuscate trusting clients. 
*syn.:  blur, indistinct 

WEDNESDAY September 21 laconic (adj.) using very few words 
*They stood up, exchanged a few laconic farewells, and then left quickly. 
*syn.:  concise, succinct, pithy; terse, blunt, brusque; reticent 

THURSDAY September 22 temper (v.) to act as a counterbalance to something; to moderate; to soften 
*He tempered his criticism with a soft voice and a kind smile. 
*syn.:  mitigate, allay, assuage, ameliorate, abate 

FRIDAY September 23 reverent (adj.) feeling or showing deep and solemn respect; respectful 
*The audience maintained a reverent silence during the singing of the national anthem. 
*syn.:  devout, deferential 

    



MONDAY September 26 rescind (v.) revoke, cancel, or repeal (as in a law, an order, or an agreement) 
*We hope that the red card will be rescinded when the referee sees the video. 
*syn.:  reverse, retract 

TUESDAY September 27 pliable (adj.) flexible; not stubborn; bendable 
*Even though the hose seemed pliable, Henry wasn’t able to curve it around the corner of the house. 
*syn.:  pliant, supple; malleable 

WEDNESDAY September 28 accolade (n.) tribute; honor; praise and approval 
*During each monthly meeting, the company president will give accolades to an outstanding employee in the 
form of a cash bonus. 
*syn.:  kudos, laurels, acclaim, plaudit, homage 

THURSDAY September 29 acquiesce (v.) to agree to; to give in 
*While I did not want to go to the theater with Laura, her begging eventually caused me to acquiesce. 
*syn.:  yield; accede; assent 

FRIDAY September 30 epitome (n.) a person or thing that is a perfect example of particular quality or type 
*The fashions on display at the museum were the epitome of style of the 1920’s. 
*syn.:  embodiment; paragon; model 

    

MONDAY October 03 apathetic (adj.) showing or feeling no interest, enthusiasm, or concern 
*Because Jonathan was apathetic about completing his schoolwork, he did not graduate on time. 
*syn.:  indifferent; insipid 

TUESDAY October 04 immaterial  (adj.) of no consequence; unimportant 
*The score of the game is immaterial; what matters if that my team won. 
*syn.:  irrelevant, inconsequential 

WEDNESDAY October 05 boisterous (adj.) marked by enthusiasm and excitement; noisy, energetic, and cheerful 
*The boisterous toddlers disrupted “story time” and refused to take a nap. 
*syn.:  rowdy; ebullient, unruly 

THURSDAY October 06 averse (adj.) strongly opposed; active feeling of dislike or distaste 
*My father is averse to people smoking in our home. 
*syn.:  reluctant, repugnant 

FRIDAY October 07 protocol (n.) the official procedure or system of rules to be followed by a government, organization, etc. 
*The new employee violated company protocol by going directly to the president instead of his department 
supervisor. 
*syn.:  convention, pact; code 

    
MONDAY October 10 XXXX Fall Holiday 
TUESDAY October 11 XXXX Professional Development Day 
WEDNESDAY October 12 enervate (v.)  cause (someone) to feel  weaken physically, mentally, or morally 

*The wrestler’s plan was to deliver a crushing blow which would enervate his opponent. 
*syn.:  fatigue, languish, wearied 

THURSDAY October 13 gregarious (adj.) enjoying the company of others 
*Billy’s gregarious personality makes him the favorite at any party. 
*syn.:  sociable, outgoing, convivial, affable, amiable 

FRIDAY October 14 spurious (adj.) of a deceitful nature or quality; untrue  
*Thomas’s spurious gossip ended his friendship with Andrew. 
*syn.:  fake, false, specious; bogus 



MONDAY October 17 laud (v.) to praise 
*Fans laud great athletes by carrying them around on their shoulders. 
*syn.:  extol 

TUESDAY October 18 convoluted (adj.) intricately involved 
*Marcy’s convoluted explanation of cell reproduction left me even more confused. 
*syn.:  complex, complicated 

WEDNESDAY October 19 gullible (adj.) easily deceived or cheated 
*Jack is so gullible; we convinced him he could fly if he jumped off the roof. 
*syn.:  trusting, naïve, unwary; credulous; ingenuous 

THURSDAY October 20 disseminate (v.) scatter or spread widely (especially information or news) 
*The agency will collect and disseminate information regarding the new president’s agenda. 
*syn.:  disperse, diffuse 

FRIDAY October 21 pragmatic (adj.) dealing with things sensibly and realistically in way that is practical rather than theoretical or political 
*In business, the pragmatic approach to problems is often more successful than an idealistic one. 
*syn.:  practical; expedient; rational 

    
MONDAY October 24 impudent (adj.) having or showing offensive boldness; disrespectful; rude 

*Randy’s impudent comments got him sent to his room without dinner. 
*syn.:  impertinent, audacious, brash, insolent, brazen, insolent 

TUESDAY October 25 mandate (n.) a command or authorization to act in a certain way; an official order to do something 
*The cell phone company issued a mandate that any minutes not used would be lost. 
*syn.:  directive, order, decree, edict 

WEDNESDAY October 26 demeanor (n.) conduct, behavior 
*Walt’s calm demeanor puts everyone at ease. 
*syn.:  attitude, poise, deportment 

THURSDAY October 27 fervent (adj.) having or showing intensity of spirit or feeling 
*Joan has a fervent hope that her ACT score will lead to a scholarship for college.  
*syn.:  zealous, ardent, passionate, vehement, torrid 

FRIDAY October 28 ebullient (adj.) overflowing with excitement 
*The ebullient crowd went crazy when John took the stage. 
*syn.: enthusiastic, cheerful, exuberant, buoyant; vivacious 

 
 

   

MONDAY October 31 impede (v.) to stop or hinder progress; to interfere with 
*The clown’s gigantic feet impede his progress when he tries to run. 
*syn.:  encumber, obstruct, hamper, inhibit, stymie 

TUESDAY November 01 pervasive (adj.) spreading widely throughout an area or a group of people (often related to an unwelcome influence or 
physical affect 
*The media’s pervasive coverage of the crime spree made residents fearful. 
*syn.:  prevalent; permeating; ubiquitous, omnipresent 

WEDNESDAY November 02 
 

dubious (adj.) doubtful; not be relied upon; of questionable value 
*Rachel is dubious about the addition of a new judge to the singing competition. 
*syn.:  uncertain, suspicious, suspect, debatable 

THURSDAY November 03 astute (adj.) having practical intelligence 
*The detective’s astute observations helped solve the crime. 
*syn.: ingenious, shrewd, perspicacious, insightful, acute, canny 



FRIDAY November 04 inquisitive (adj.) given to questioning; inquiring; curious 
*He was very inquisitive – asking many questions about the formation of the volcano. 
*syn.:  intrigued; probing 

    
MONDAY November 07 elude (v.) escape from; avoid 

*The spy eluded his enemy’s grasp and made his get-away. 
*syn.:  evade; circumvent 

TUESDAY November 08 innocuous (adj.) harmless; innocent; not offensive 
*Although Sally meant her joke to be innocuous, the people around her were offended by it. 
*syn.:  insipid; benign; pallid 

WEDNESDAY November 09 unparalleled (adj.) unequaled or unmatched 
*Phillip’s skill on the tightrope is unparalleled by other performers. 
*syn.:  matchless, peerless, unsurpassed 

THURSDAY November 10 irreconcilable (adj.) two or more ideas, facts, or statements that are so different form each other that they cannot be made 
compatible 
*The irreconcilable differences between the two nations might lead to war. 
*syn.:  incompatible; incongruous, disparate, discordant 

FRIDAY November 11 dilatory (adj.) tending to delay or procrastinate 
*Dilatory students will be given an office referral. 
*syn.:  dallying, delaying, tardy 

 
 

   

MONDAY November 14 flamboyant (adj.) strikingly bold or brilliant; elaborate or colorful display or behavior; tending to attract attention 
*Elvis’s flamboyant jumpsuits are as famous as his music. 
*syn.:  flashy, showy, conspicuous, dramatic, ostentatious 

TUESDAY November 15 banal (adj.) lacking originality; boring 
*Watching scary movies on Halloween is too banal; let’s hang out at the graveyard. 
*syn.: unoriginal, ordinary, prosaic, trite, conventional, pedestrian 

WEDNESDAY November 16 rhetorical (adj.) relating to or concerned with the art of writing or speaking effectively or persuasively 
*The politician’s rhetorical responses did not impress his constituents.  
*syn.:  linguistic; stylistic; oratorical 

THURSDAY November 17 squander (v.) to spend or use wastefully; to lose through negligence or inaction 
*Danny squanders every penny he earns and so has no retirement savings. 
*syn.:  waste, misuse 

FRIDAY November 18 XXXX Distance Learning Day 
 
 

   

MONDAY November 28 vigilant (adj.) keeping careful watch for possible danger or difficulties 
*The burglar was spotted by the vigilant neighborhood watch. 
*syn.:  observant; attentive; wary 

TUESDAY November 29 diffident (adj.) lacking self-confidence; modest or shy because of a lack of self-confidence 
*Pam’s diffident demeanor is characterized by her shuffling walk and lack of eye contact. 
*syn.: hesitant, unconfident, timorous, introverted, abashed 

WEDNESDAY November 30 implicit (adj.) implied though not plainly expressed; inferred; understood 
*You gave Tamara implicit permission to drive the car when you handed her the keys to the vehicle. 
*syn.:  indirect, tacit, inherent, latent 



THURSDAY December 01 indict (v.) formally accuse of or charge with a serious crime; accuse of wrongdoing 
*The grand jury indicted the leader of the organization for stealing from the community fund. 
*syn.:  summons; cite; incriminate 

FRIDAY December 02 cacophony (n.) harsh, loud discordant sounds 
*The music recital was more cacophony than concert. 
*syn.:  dissonance, discord, din 

    

MONDAY December 05 prodigious (adj.) extraordinary in size, amount, or degree; immense; enormous 
*Sarah wrote a prodigious number of novels before her thirtieth birthday. 
*syn.:  epic, immense, mammoth, colossal, gargantuan, humongous 

TUESDAY December 06 capricious (adj.) subject to or led by whim; given to sudden or unpredictable changes of mood or behavior 
*Candy’s capricious behavior keeps even her best friend guessing. 
*syn.:  erratic, whimsical, changeable, fickle, mercurial 

WEDNESDAY December 07 impetuous (adj.) having sudden or rash action; impulsive; acting or done quickly and without much thought or care 
*Jane made an impetuous decision to quit soccer and join the debate team. 
*syn.:  spontaneous, rash, reckless 

THURSDAY December 08 cavalier (adj.) showing arrogant disregard; a lack of proper concern 
*Lisa’s cavalier attitude toward the group project frustrated her classmates. 
*syn.:  dismissive, disdainful, offhand 

FRIDAY December 09 incredulous (adj.) unwilling or unable to believe something 
*Many people were incredulous that such a small fire could have caused so much damage. 
*syn.:  dubious, skeptical, wary, cynical 

    

 
 
END of Semester 1 WORDS-OF-THE-DAY 
 
HAPPY WINTER BREAK!! 


