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Welcome to the Moncrief/Thomas team! We’re so excited to spend 
the next ten months with your sweet kiddos. Throughout this time, 

we will live, love, laugh, play, study, and LEARN (a lot) together; 
hopefully in a way that inspires so that learning does not cease at 

our classroom doors. Our promise to you is that we will do 
everything we can to empty ourselves in order to fill your students 
with knowledge, love, encouragement, and support. Wherever they 
go, whatever they do, whoever they become, we will always be 

interested and invested in your students’ journeys. We are humbled 
that you, as parents, would give us the privilege of sharing in even 

the smallest part of their education. 

It’s going to be an amazing year!
Please join Remind! Text 81010 with the message “monct22”.





Highland considers any student tardy who arrives to school 
after our bell rings at 7:30 (unless it is due to a “late” bus). If 
your child is arriving after 7:30, you must walk him or her to 

the office where he or she will receive a tardy pass.

Dismissal begins at 2:05 every afternoon. However, no additional 
changes can be made to transportation after 1:30 p.m. If your 
child is going to go home a different way than normal, we need 

written and signed consent from YOU (the parent/guardian).



Students’ breakfast and lunch is free of cost. However, if they want to get 
extra things, like a bag of chips, a cookie, or ice cream, students need to either 
bring or have additional funds in their lunch account. Additionally, we do allow 
students to eat snacks inside the classroom, however, we ask that all snacks 
are HEALTHY. This is not only a school-wide rule, but a district initiative as well. 

As much as we know students love hot chips, candy, soda, etc., statistics show 
that the absence of certain food groups or nutrients in a child’s diet can 

negatively impact students’ academic success, and we want to make certain 
students have the proper fuel for learning throughout the day. Therefore, 
please only send with your child snacks with high nutritional value and not 

snacks high in sugar, salt, and fat content. This accounts for what they pack 
for lunch as well. Some ideas are fresh fruit, yogurt, pita chips, pretzels, 

cheese and crackers, vegetables, rice cakes, string cheese, trail mix, graham 
crackers, raisins, popcorn, granola bars, vanilla wafers, goldfish, fruit roll-

ups/fruit leather, mini muffins, etc. PLEASE NO NUTS!



We will do our best to update our grade books as regularly as 
possible throughout the week. If you have not already, we 

strongly encourage all parents to register for an Active Parent 
account which will allow you to see all your child’s grades online. 

Additionally, please be on the look out for your child’s grades every 
Friday afternoon. The grades will be in their take home folder, and 
they need to be returned signed the following Monday. We do not 

send the actual hard copy of your student’s papers home but will 
be more than happy to make a copy of anything you may want to 

go back over with your child. Just email us with the specific 
assignment’s name! E



We understand the limited amount of quality time you have 
with your children at night. We also understand the 

additional commitments and obligations everyone has. 
Therefore, we only believe in giving homework that benefits 

the child and serves a purpose. We will send homework 
home as we see necessary. When we do send homework 
home, the homework will be given out on Monday and the 

students will have the entire week to complete the 
assignment. All homework will be due on Friday. We strongly 

encourage students to complete a little at a time 
throughout the week, so it doesn’t all pile up on Thursday 
evening. We also greatly urge parents to ensure students 
are reading at least 15 minutes nightly and practicing their 

multiplication facts regularly. 



It is essential for your child to be present, on time, and rested 
each day. Students are far more likely to thrive academically 

when they attend school consistently. Reason being, they do not 
miss important daily instruction, nor fall behind on assignments 
and class work. We understand things happen (sickness, family 

emergencies, etc.), however we urge you, as far as you can help 
it, to make school attendance a priority. We want your beautiful 
children here EVERY day for the FULL day. If your child does miss 

school for any reason, please know it will only count as an 
“excused” absence if we receive a doctor’s note, handwritten 

letter from parents, etc., describing the reason for that student's 
absence. This note must be turned it the day of the child’s return 
to school! Thank you in advance for your assistance with this.



Reading not only enriches the knowledge of our students but 
it enhances analytical thinking and improves vocabulary. Here 
at Highland, we follow a balanced literacy program consisting 

of daily read alouds, novel studies, independent reading, 
word study, writing workshop and conferencing. In order 

to help your child be as successful in the classroom 
as possible, please read with them nightly.



Third graders are required to take the State Reading Gate 
test at the end of the year. Out of a 1-5 score, students 
must have a 3a to be promoted to fourth grade.

Your students NWEA report in their red folder will show you 
their projected score for the Gate. Please know, that we are 
pushing each student towards high growth and proficiency.



Writing will essentially take place throughout the 
entirety of our school day; however, we will focus on 
specific writing skills in Ms. Moncrief’s room. By the end 

of the year, the students will be expected to write 
well-constructed paragraphs, narrative, informational, 
persuasive, and opinion pieces. If you notice your child 
struggles with writing or handwriting, please work on 

this skill at home.



Throughout the school year, students will focus primarily upon Citizenship in 
Local Government. This year we will use Studies Weekly as our Social 

Studies curriculum. Student will log in through Clever.

Some of the concepts that will be addressed are:

Ø Identify core and civic virtues.
Ø Comparing and contrasting figures of authority.
Ø Identify the three branches of government.
Ø Define democracy and the voting process.
Ø Identify the characteristics of a responsible citizen.
Ø Define tax and the purpose of paying taxes.
Ø Define trade; distinguish between import and export.
Ø Explain various industries.
Ø Identify characteristics of a natural disaster.



The math curriculum we are using this year is called Eureka. This program 
really builds mathematical thinkers and focuses on developing students’ deep 
understandings on mathematical concepts. Eureka blends direct instruction, 

structured investigation, and open exploration. Our hope is that children 
begin to take charge of their learning! We also hope it encourages students 

to want to be challenged and begin to persevere through more complex 
problems. The program is rigorous, but also engaging and accessible for all 

learners. We will cover 7 Modules throughout the year, beginning with 
Module 1 (properties of multiplication and division and solving problems). Also, 
it’s important to note that multiplication and division are heavily emphasized 
in third grade. If your child is not fluent with his or her basic multiplication 

facts, PLEASE begin practicing those at home now.



The Mississippi Department of Education implemented a new set of science 
standards recently. According to the standards, students will be taught the 

following concepts in third grade:

Forces and Interactions

Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems

Inheritance and Variation of Traits: Life Cycles and Traits

Weather and Climate



Music
With Mrs. Mitchell

Art
With Ms. Groya

P.E
(Physical Education)

With Coach Cole

Spanish
With Ms. Algarin

Library
With Dr. May



August
26: Open House 5:00-5:30 pm

September
6: Labor Day Holiday (No School)
16: Chick-Fil-A Spirit Night
21: Muffins With Moms

October
1: PBIS Celebration
11: Fall Holiday

August 30th: First PBIS 
Celebration 

“Back to School Bash”

Students who have not received a 
minor or major within the month of 

August will be able to participate in face 
painting, inflatables, and food truck fun. 
Students will need to bring money if they 
plan on getting anything from the food 

trucks.



Online Resources

All digital resources that students have access to are 
found via Clever. There students will find links to Canvas, 

Microsoft Teams, and all other online resources
.

If a student must be quarantined, they will find all their 
assignments on Canvas.


