Highland ES
At-A-Glance
It’s a Great Day to Be a Titan!

Curriculum and Programming
HES Teachers work relentlessly to push our students to their potential!
Balanced Literacy Model: We focus on teaching students comprehension
strategies to help them think deeper about their learning. Through the Balanced
Literacy Model, we integrate shared reading, small guided reading groups,
independent reading, writing workshop, and design novel studies and thematic
units for our students. Our teachers integrate phonics and vocabulary strategies
to increase their fluency and understanding of texts. Social studies and science
are also important to us, and we work to integrate nonfiction texts into our
literacy block.
Eureka Math: This curriculum focuses on developing students’ deep
understanding of mathematical concepts, proficiency with key skills, and ability
to solve complex and novel problems. Eureka blends direct instruction,
structured investigation, and open exploration. It taps into the intelligence and
strengths of all students by presenting material that is as linguistically, visually,
and kinesthetically rich as it is mathematically powerful. Our teachers use
additional materials and resources to make this math curriculum engaging and
come alive for students.
Academic Intervention: We us the Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention
(LLI) system, which is a powerful, short-term intervention that provides daily,
intensive, small-group instruction and supplements classroom literacy
teaching. LLI turns struggling readers into successful readers with engaging
leveled books and fast-paced, systematically designed lessons. For math, we
utilize Khan Academy and other online tools to meet our students where they are
in the curriculum, whether it be below or above grade level.
Behavior Intervention: Our two counselors work closely with students who need
support in the classroom to be successful. Our staff provide weekly counseling
sessions, small, focused therapy groups, and individual intervention. District
behavior specialists assist us when intensive support is needed for students. In
the 2022-2023 school year, we will have a Social-Emotional Support Specialist
who will focus solely on the emotional health of our students.

PBIS: Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) is a proactive
approach to establishing the behavioral supports and social culture needed for all
students in a school to achieve social, emotional, and academic success. We use
PBIS Rewards, an online PBIS tool, to reward students for meeting expectations.
At the end of each month, we hold a celebration for all students who have met
school-wide expectations and open our PBIS store for them to spend Titan Cash.
We do not use a ‘Clip Chart’ system.

CALENDAR

JUNE
6: Registration Begins
JULY
4-8: District Closed
28: Titan Zone Parent Meeting, RHS
30: Titan Zone in the Community
AND Meet the Teacher
AUGUST
4: First Day of School

DAILY SCHEDULE
7:00 a.m. Doors Open
7:30 a.m. Tardy bell rings,
school begins
7:30 a.m. - 2:10 p.m. Teaching and
Learning
2:10 p.m. – Dismissal
*Your classroom teacher will provide
you a detailed daily schedule.

SPECIALS
Art
Library
Music
Physical Education
STEM

CLUBS

Drama Club
Highland Voices
Jr. Honor Society
Gentleman’s Academy
Ladies’ Academy
Robotics
(We hope to form many
more in the coming year!)

COMMUNITY
School Culture is a Top Priority!
PBIS: Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
is a proactive approach to establishing the behavioral
supports and social culture needed for all students in a
school to achieve social, emotional, and academic success.
We use PBIS Rewards, an online PBIS tool, to reward students
for meeting expectations. At the end of each month, we hold
a celebration for all students who have met school-wide
expectations and open our PBIS store for them to spend
Titan Cash. We do not use a ‘Clip Chart’ system.

For Your Information

House System: Our staff brought the House System back
from the Ron Clark Academy in Atlanta. All staff and
students belong to one of four Houses: Altruismo (The
Givers), Amistad (Friendship), Isibindi (Family), and Reveur
(The Dreamers). While teachers choose their House when
they become a part of the HES family, all students spin the
‘Sorting Wheel’ at the beginning of their 3rd Grade year.
Each grade level has House meetings once a week to
celebrate accomplishments, address concerns within the
grade level, and build community. Our staff and students
have pride in their House, but also love and respect
members of the other Houses.

Car riders will enter the building through
the front door during arrival and exit the
building from the cafeteria during
dismissal. Please pull all the way down
to the front of the school and stay in the
right lane at all times. Place your car
rider number in the far-right corner of
your vehicle so that the
line moves quickly.
-Daycare riders will be dismissed from
the gym before the carpool line begins
moving.
-Bus riders will have assigned seats.
-Check-outs are not allowed after
1:30 p.m.

Serenity Luckett
Principal
House of Reveur

Derian Knox
Assistant Principal
House of Amistad

How will we communicate with you next year?
Canvas, Remind App, PBIS Rewards, Email and Phone, Weekly
Newsletter
Join the HES Remind by texting @a3gcbdd to 81010.
To join the PTO, go to the school website, click on the PTO tab, and click
on the image at the top of the ‘Overview’ page.

Diversity: The Ridgeland Zone is very diverse. Approximately 20% of our
population are English Language Learners and represent 14 different
countries. We have three Certified ELL Teachers and two ELL Assistants
who work closely with our students and assist teachers in utilizing strategies
that will help them to be successful in the general classroom. We also have a
Bilingual Parent Liaison who helps us to communicate with our families and
meet their needs. We celebrate diversity at HES!

