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Academics
Madison Central High School (MCHS) is one 
of the largest public schools in the state of 
Mississippi. The school consistently ranks 
at the top of many academic testing areas 
including the most National Merit Semifi-
nalists in the state. Madison Central prides 
itself on getting students ready for college, 
at four year schools and at two year commu-
nity colleges. In 2016, MCHS was awarded 
the top high school in the state for College 
Preparedness by the Mississippi Department 
of Education.

In preparation for your student’s years at 
Madison Central, you should:

1. Review the requirements for 
graduation and requirements for 
entering college with your stu-
dent. 

2. Review the Madison Central course 
description book with your child 
and develop a three year plan of 
the classes your student plans to 
take. The course descriptions can be 
found at http://mcjags.com/site/
Default.aspx?PageID=52. Keep 
in mind this three year plan should 
be fluid as your child may not get 
placed in the desired classes each 
year. A few elective alternatives 

http://mcjags.com/site/Default.aspx?PageID=52
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should be added to this list as they 
may be needed.

3. By January, you and your student 
should review and make changes 
to the three year plan for the next 
year’s registration. Registration 
for classes occurs in mid January 
for Juniors and late January for 
Sophomores.

4. Get to know your student’s coun-
selor as the counselor is the 
person who can be a great influ-
ence in a college accepting your 
student.

5. Your student should take a course 
load that is commensurate with 
your student’s long term plan. 

MCHS has several course paths:
1. Regular courses - General level 

courses in each subject matter.
2. Accelerated courses - Generally, 

English courses that are harder 
than regular and go at a faster 
pace in order to prepare your 
student for college. These are 
weighted heavier than regular 
classes. See the handbook for 
details.

3. Dual credit - Each year the 
Madison County School District 
(MCSD) is adding courses offered 
at MCHS that will also get com-
munity college credit. Dual credit 
is offered to Juniors and Seniors 
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as of this writing. MCSD has 
contracted with Holmes Com-
munity College to offer classes 
at MCHS. The classes are taught 
by MCHS teachers and are at 
MCHS during the school day. The 
students obtain both high school 
and community college credit for 
these classes. (Community col-
lege credit may not be accepted 
outside the state of Mississippi. 
You should check with the school 
that your student plans to at-
tend.) A fee will be charged that 
is paid to Holmes CC and a text 
book must be purchased. 

4. AP courses - AP courses in a va-
riety of subjects -- 22 AP courses 
are offered as of this writing to 
students by MCHS teachers. 
Students must receive recom-
mendations from teachers as well 
as obtain a parental signature in 
order to be enrolled. AP classes 
are more rigorous than dual 
credit classes and more closely 
mimic university level courses 
at a high school level. The AP 
exams are scheduled by subject 
matter and are typically the first 
full week of May. Just because 
your student is in an AP class 
doesn’t mean your student will 
take the test. Your student must 
sign up to take the test and pay 
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a fee. This fee is usually required 
to be paid in February. Students 
who take the AP class are strong-
ly encouraged to sit for the exam. 
The test is scored 1 to 5 with 5 
being the highest score. Colleges 
will accept scores typically at a 3 
or higher depending on the ma-
jor declared. Some colleges will 
award scholarship money based 
on number of AP tests taken and 
scores received (AP Scholar). See 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.
com/apc/public/score_reports_
data/awards/232609.html

MCHS prepares its students to take col-
lege admissions exams:

1. ACT - Each year, the MCSD pays 
for your student to take an ACT 
exam - either practice or actual. 
Seniors take the actual ACT 
exam in the fall at school. Juniors 
take a practice exam in the fall 
and take the actual exam in the 
spring. Sophomores take a prac-
tice exam in the fall. In order to 
be exempt from taking the ACT 
at school, the student must be a 
senior in the 30+ club and obtain 
an exemption from student ser-
vices. Nothing is needed to take 
this exam each year. Please discuss 
with your student which colleges 
should be sent the results.

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/score_reports_data/awards/232609.html
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2. Very early in the fall semester, 
MCHS will announce signup for 
the PSAT exam which is given 
mid October. Go by Student Ser-
vices to sign up and pay the fee. 
All Sophomores and Juniors are 
encouraged to take this exam. 

3. Prep classes: 
a. PSAT: MCHS has a PSAT 

prep class that begins in 
the spring of the sopho-
more year, followed by an 
optional summer workshop 
and then a class in the fall 
of the junior year. The stu-
dent must take the spring 
class to be eligible for the 
fall class. The class works on 
PSAT vocabulary, math skills, 
reading comprehension and 
speed in taking tests. This 
is a challenging class that is 
useful for increasing PSAT or 
ACT scores.

b. ACT: The school also offers 
an ACT prep class for those 
strictly interested in increas-
ing their ACT score in order 
to get into college. The 
MCSD also holds an ACT 
prep day (during the school 
day) for Seniors in the fall 
and Juniors in the spring to 
teach certain skills needed 
in completing the ACT.
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Comments on taking the ACT or SAT:
Your student is encouraged to take the ACT 
or SAT as soon as possible and several times 
during the course of his high school career to 
obtain the highest score possible. 
Students who score 21 or higher on the ACT 
can receive a full scholarship at Mississippi Jr. 
Colleges and students who score 29 or high-
er can receive the Eminent Scholar award 
from the state of Mississippi (as of current 
writing $10,000.) Some regional universities 
will award full scholarships at 32 or 33 ACT 
score. ACT scores demonstrating mastery in 
a subject area can also be used as a replace-
ment score for failed SATP exams (required 
for graduation.) 

Both the ACT and the SAT have changed 
in recent years, including scoring for the 
SAT. Both exams have an optional “writing” 
portion. Please consult the colleges your 
child wishes to attend to see if the writing 
portion is required.

ACT: The ACT is traditionally the college 
entrance exam of choice of most southern 
colleges. 

ACT rules have changed since you probably 
took it. Now, there is no limit on the number 
of times you can take the ACT. Some colleg-
es use a “superscore” which would be your 
highest section scores from all testing times 
combined. 
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Most Mississippi universities begin awarding 
merit scholarships at 29 ACT. Specific sub-
score levels are also required for entrance 
into certain majors or college programs. 
Please consult your student’s college for 
more information. For students with Special 
Ed rulings, extended times may be available 
for completing the ACT. Please see your stu-
dent’s counselor for assistance in obtaining 
the necessary ruling.

SAT: The SAT is typically used by colleges in 
the northeastern U.S. and western U.S. The 
SAT is especially useful to students seek-
ing National Merit status through the PSAT/
NMSQT. 

ACTIVE PARENT/
ACTIVE STUDENT
Parents are encouraged to monitor their 
child’s progress at MCHS. You only need 
to enroll once and you can add students as 
needed. Teachers post all grading to this 
site: http://www.madison-schools.com/
Page/6

Each term, the school district freezes Active 
Parent/Active Student from the beginning of 
9 week exam testing until the report card is 
issued.

http://www.madison-schools.com/Page/6


8

Athletics
Madison Central athletics consists of 12 men’s programs and 14 
women’s programs. Information about all athletics can be found 
at mcbigblue.com.

ATHLETIC 
PROGRAM

TRYOUTS LOCATION/TIME SOCIAL MEDIA

Archery - Men 
& Women

Held in the 
spring before 
the season 
starts

MCHS Campus 
after school 
spring semester

n/a

Baseball - Men Held in the 
spring after 
the end of the 
season

MCHS Campus 
4th and 8th 
blocks all year

@Jaguar_Baseball

Basketball - 
Men & Women

Held in the 
spring

MCHS Campus 
4th and 8th 
blocks all year

@MCJagHoops

Bowling - Men 
& Women

Held in the 
fall before the 
season starts in 
November

Fannin Lanes after 
school fall semes-
ter

@MC_Bowling1

Cheerleading - 
Women

Held in the 
spring

MCHS Campus 
4th & 8th blocks 
fall semester and 
4th block only 
spring semester

n/a

Cross Country - 
Men & Women

Held in May 
after the end 
of track season

MCHS Campus 
after school fall 
semester

n/a

Dance – 
Women

Held in the 
spring

MCHS Campus 
4th & 8th blocks 
fall semester and 
4th block only 
spring semester

instagram.com/
mchsdance
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ATHLETIC 
PROGRAM

TRYOUTS LOCATION/TIME SOCIAL MEDIA

Football - Men No tryouts - 
but does prac-
tice all summer

MCHS Campus 
4th and 8th 
blocks all year

@MCJags_Football

Golf - Men & 
Women

Held in the 
spring after 
the end of the 
season

Whisper Lake 
CC 4th and 8th 
blocks spring 
semester

@jagdawg7

Powerlifting - 
Men & Women

No tryouts MCHS Campus 
4th and 8th 
blocks spring 
semester

n/a

Soccer - Men & 
Women

Held in the 
spring after the 
end of the sea-
son & in the fall 
for new students 
to the district

MCHS Campus 
Women - 8th 
block 
Men - 4th block 
all year

@MCJagSoc

Softball - 
Women

Held in May 
after the end 
of the season

MCHS Campus 
4th and 8th 
blocks all year

n/a

Swimming - 
Men & Women

Held in the 
spring

Madison Baptist 
Healthplex and 
Lakeland Court-
house 4th and 8th 
blocks fall semes-
ter

n/a

Tennis - Men & 
Women

Held in May & 
in August for 
new students 
to the district

Ridgeland Tennis 
Center 4th and 
8th blocks spring 
semester

@Jaguar_tennis

Track - Men & 
Women

Held at the 
end of January

MCHS campus af-
ter school spring 
semester

n/a

Volleyball - 
Women

Held in the 
spring

MCHS campus 
4th block all year

@MCVballJags
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Big Blue
Athletic programs at MCHS and feeder 
schools are supported by the MC Big Blue 
Booster Club. Big Blue supports the athletic 
program through volunteer work and finan-
cial contributions. Membership levels can be 
found at the Big Blue website: MCBIGBLUE.
com. Twitter @MC_BigBlue or download the 
MC Big Blue app (Madison Central Big Blue 
Club in the App Store.)

Football Tickets
Season football ticket sales begin in June. 
Contact the fieldhouse at (601 )853-2045 for 
specific information. All sports passes are 
also available.

Club Sports
MCHS offers Ultimate Frisbee that is not 
under the Mississippi High School Athletics 
Association. Open to all students and orga-
nized by the students with a MCHS advisor, 
the club practices on Mondays and Thurs-
days 4:30 to 6:30 at the fields on the back-
side of the old Madison Station at the corner 
of Hwy 51 and Madison Avenue. The team 
plays around the metro area, state and south-
east in weekend long tournaments. Students 
should expect to pay for travel expenses for 
tournaments as well as a set of jerseys. Text 
@mchsul to 81010 to receive updates on 
Ultimate Frisbee.

BIG
BLUE
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Attendance
Tardies
Only tardies caused by a late school bus or a 
visit to the doctor or dentist will be excused. 
In the event of a medical appointment, the 
student must bring a written note from the 
doctor or dentist within two days of the tardy. 
In the event of a late bus, the student must 
report to the attendance desk for an admit-
tance slip. Car trouble is not an excused 
tardy.

Absences
If your student is sick and goes to the doc-
tor, the note from the doctor must be given 
to the attendance desk within two days. 
Otherwise the absence will be considered a 
non-medical absence and will count toward 
the number of absences a student is allowed. 
Medical absences DO count against exam 
exemptions. 

An online absence form is available at 
http://www.madison-schools.com/do-
main/608. You must have a school web site 
account in order to access this form. Sign up 
for a school web site account here: http://
www.madison-schools.com/site/Default.
aspx?PageType=10&SiteID=1.

If you choose to write the excuse note, it 
must include the date written, the dates 
absent, the child’s name, your signature and 

BIG
BLUE

http://www.madison-schools.com/domain/608
http://www.madison-schools.com/site/Default.aspx?PageType=10&SiteID=1
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two phone numbers where you can be con-
tacted. Your student must turn in the written 
note to the attendance desk within two days 
of absence.

Assignments
If your student misses school for two or more 
days due to illness, you can call Student Ser-
vices and ask them to gather your student’s 
assignments for you. Please call before 10:00 
a.m. The assignments will be ready for pick-
up after school on the day that you call.

Check-Outs
If your student needs to leave school before 
the end of the school day, you must send a 
note in writing. This note must be given to 
the attendance desk before10:05 a.m. The 
school does not accept check-outs by tele-
phone. If there is an emergency, a principal 
must give approval. The check out note will 
be verified by a phone call to the number 
that is listed on your student’s record here at 
school. The only people who can sign your 
student out of school are those listed on your 
student’s record unless you give your permis-
sion in writing for someone else to check out 
your student. You may check out your stu-
dent at anytime by physically coming to the 
school and signing your student out. Please 
remember to bring your photo ID to show at 
the desk at checkout.
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BAND
Students typically start in the MC Band pro-
gram in 6th grade and continue through high 
school. Each spring students tryout for chair 
positions for the following school year. New 
students will require an audition with a band 
director.

The MCHS Band meets 1st and 5th blocks 
during the fall semester (Marching Band) and 
either 1st or 5th block spring semester (Con-
cert Bands) depending on chair position and 
Concert Band placement. Marching Band 
has required band camp during the sum-
mer - typically late July. Percussion and Color 
Guard have two weeks of band camp. All 
other sections have one week.

Marching band performs at all home football 
games, most out of town games, pep rallies 
and parades. They also have several out of 
town weekend competitions during the fall. 
After school practice is required - typically 
two afternoon practices each week. Uniforms 
are loaned out at the beginning of the school 
year. Practice uniforms are required for 
after school practices (paid as part of 
band fee).

There are currently three Concert 
Bands. These play at a variety of 
competitions and performances dur-
ing the spring. After school practice is 
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required for 1st band. Concert Band uniforms 
differ by band, with 1st band requiring a pur-
chased dress or tuxedo.

The band usually has one overnight trip dur-
ing the year to perform somewhere in the 
U.S. In the recent past, they have traveled to 
Atlanta, Disney World and Washington, D.C. 
The annual trip is optional and requires ad-
ditional payments from the student.

Band Boosters is the parent organization that 
supports all aspects of the band. The booster 
group is responsible for the concessions at all 
home football games (the largest fundraiser 
for the band.) Volunteers are needed for vari-
ous officer positions in the Band Booster or-
ganization, concession stand workers, assist-
ing with uniform assignments, band camp, 
and chaperones for all band activities. 

BELL SCHEDULES
Please see the website for the bell schedules: 
http://www.mcjags.com/domain/536

BULLYING
Bullying is taken very seriously. Please see 
the bullying complaint form located on the 
website:   http://madison-schools.com/cms/
lib9/MS01001041/Centricity/Domain/23/
Bullying%20Complaint%20Form.pdf

http://www.mcjags.com/domain/536
http://madison-schools.com/cms/lib9/MS01001041/Centricity/Domain/23/Bullying%20Complaint%20Form.pdf
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CAFETERIA
Lunch menus can be found here:
http://madison-schools.nutrislice.com/

Funds can be added to your student’s lunch 
account by either your student giving the caf-
eteria cashier money or online via MySchool-
Bucks:  https://www.myschoolbucks.com/
ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home

Information about the cafeteria can be found 
here: http://www.madison-schools.com/
Page/17103

Microwaves are available to use
in the cafeteria.

CALENDAR
School calendar can be found here: 
http://www.mcjags.com/Page/1549

If you would like to merge a school calen-
dar to your iPhone:
iOS Devices (iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad)
To subscribe using your iPhone or iPad:

1. Click your iPhone Settings icon.
2. Select Mail, Contacts, Calendars 

from the list.
3. Select Add Account.

http://madison-schools.nutrislice.com/
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home
http://www.madison-schools.com/Page/17103
http://www.mcjags.com/Page/1549
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4. Select Other.
5. Select Add Subscribed Calendar 

at the bottom of the list.
6. Enter the subscription link (shown 

above) in the server field.
7. Click Next in the top right hand 

corner of the screen.
8. The URL will be verified, and 

your subscription information will 
display.

9. Click Save.

To view this calendar on your iPhone:
1. Click the Calendar icon on your 

iPhone’s home screen.
2. Click the Calendars button in 

the top left hand corner of your 
default calendar screen.

3. Select the name of the calendar 
you have just added. A check 
mark will appear next to it.

4. Click Done.

Events from this calendar will now display on 
your iPhone calendar.
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CAREER PATHWAYS
Beginning in middle school, MCHS students 
complete a Career Clusters Interest Survey 
to assist the counselors with planning classes 
for each year. The completed survey gives 
students suggestions for careers in areas 
based on their interests. During registration 
time, the counselors go over the most cur-
rent survey on file and discuss future career 
plans with your student. The survey can be 
updated at any time.

CHOIR AND THEATRE
The Madison Central choir 
department includes SSA 
Chamber Choir, SATB 
Madrigals, SSA Madrigals, 
and Reveille Show Choir. Tryouts 
for choirs occur in early May prior to the 
new school year. All choirs are eligible to at-
tend the annual choir trip. Prior trips include 
Nashville, Atlanta, New York City and Disney 
World Orlando. All choirs also attend area 
competitions.

SSA Chamber Choir meets as a class period 
all year. The students wear robes provided 
by MCHS for all performances. There is a fee 
associated with this class.
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Madrigal groups meet as classes all year. The 
students are required to purchase authentic 
Renaissance attire for performances. The 
Madrigals host a dinner show in December 
showcasing their work.

Reveille Show Choir meets as a class all year 
as well as summer and after school rehears-
als. Singers/dancers have fees for costumes, 
as well as travel. Crew (set building, lighting, 
sound, etc.) and band members also have 
tryouts, meet as a class block, have after school 
rehearsals and a yearly fee. Reveille Show Choir 
attends several competitions throughout the 
U.S. during the spring semester. 

Jagsingers is the parent booster 
club for the MCHS Choir Program. 
They assist in fund raising and pro-
viding support for all choir events.

The Theatre department at MCHS, 
in conjunction with the Choir department, 
presents a musical each year. All positions 
including crew, set design, orchestra, speak-
ing and singing parts require a tryout. After 
school rehearsals are required. Reveille Crew 
also assists in set design for the musical. 

An extensive schedule of events, as well as 
try-out dates is provided on the Choir Calen-
dar link: http://www.madison-schools.com/
Domain/1745

http://www.madison-schools.com/Domain/1745
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COLLEGE PREP
Freshmen should:

• Work with their 
school counselor 
to create a yearly 
schedule for meet-
ing graduation 
requirements.

• Get involved with 
community-based and leadership-
oriented activities. 

• Keep a running list of accomplish-
ments, awards, and recognitions 
to use in preparing a resume and 
college applications. 

Sophomores should:
• Attend college and career infor-

mation events. 
• Research funding for college, 

including scholarships, grants, 
loans, etc. 

• Consider taking a practice test to 
prepare for the PSAT. 

• Study hard and do well in school; 
grades will count toward college 
and will show up on a student’s 
permanent record

Juniors should:
• Take the PSAT. Students must take 

the test in 11th grade to qualify 
for National Merit scholarships 
and programs. 

• Attend in-person or online college 
fairs and college-prep presenta-
tions. 

• Register for college admission 
exams such as the SAT and ACT; 
take practice tests to prepare be-
fore the big day. 
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• Identify scholarship opportuni-
ties to pursue; note deadlines on 
calendar. 

• Start college visits. 

Seniors should:
• Narrow down the colleges be-

ing considered. Make decisions 
regarding early decision or early 
action programs. 

• Enter and/or update information 
in the FAFSA4caster: https://
fafsa.ed.gov/FAFSA/app/
f4cForm?execution=e1s1 

In fall semester, Seniors should:
• Register for and take (or retake) 

the SAT and/or ACT, if not already 
done. 

• Complete and submit college ap-
plications prior to deadlines. 

• Complete and submit scholarship 
applications prior to deadlines. 

• Request transcripts and letters of 
recommendation. See below.

• Register for a Federal Student Aid 
PIN. See: https://fafsa.ed.gov/
FAFSA/app/fafsa?locale=en_US

• Meet with a counselor to verify 
that graduation requirements will 
be met on schedule

FAFSA
A completed “Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid” or FAFSA is required by most 
colleges. Most colleges require completion 
of a FAFSA each year to be eligible for ANY 
TYPE of aid – scholarship, grant or loan, even 
those not using federal funds.

https://fafsa.ed.gov/FAFSA/app/f4cForm?execution=e1s1
https://fafsa.ed.gov/FAFSA/app/fafsa?locale=en_US
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get2college
get2college is a free source for assistance in 
college preparation. They will assist you in 
completing your FAFSA, finding scholarships, 
and finding a college to fit your needs. Con-
tact them at GET2College.org or 601-321-
5533.

GPA and Class Rankings 
In September, Seniors will receive their GPA 
and class ranking (includes any Carnegie 
Credits earned in middle school). Seniors will 
receive a 7 semester GPA and class ranking 
in late January of the senior year. Final GPA 
and rank is given out right before graduation.

Letters of Recommendation
To request a letter of recommendation, 
please contact your counselor. You will need 
to turn in a current resume in order to have 
her complete a letter. Please give your coun-
selor a week’s notice to complete and mail 
your recommendation.

Transcripts
In order to request a transcript to be sent to 
a college, complete the required informa-
tion on the “Transcript” clipboard in Student 
Services. Please give the Registrar a week’s 
notice to mail the transcript.
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COMMUNICATIONS
MCHS has a many ways to 
stay in touch with parents. 
Several require sign ups. 

Overall
• Check the website periodically for 

school wide announcements on the 
home page and also on the an-
nouncement pages for student daily 
announcements. See: http://www.
madison-schools.com/Page/22635

• The PTO mails out a summer news-
letter in July to let students and par-
ents know about the upcoming year.

• The PTO sends periodic email blasts. 
Please make sure that the school has 
a current email address for you in 
order to be included. You can make 
changes to your email address or 
phone number by completing this 
form and returning it to the front 
office. http://www.mcjags.com/
cms/lib9/MS01001041/Centricity/
Domain/530/MCHS_Phone-Email-
May2015.pdf

• MCHS and the MCSD send out Ro-
boCalls for school emergencies, in-
cluding weather related and student 
absences. Please make sure that the 
office has a current phone number 
for you. 

• The PTO, as well as various athletics 
and academic groups, have social 
media sites. Please contact the ap-
plicable advisor.

http://www.madison-schools.com/Page/22635
http://www.mcjags.com/cms/lib9/MS01001041/Centricity/Domain/530/MCHS_Phone-Email-May2015.pdf
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Teachers’ webpage updates: 
Creating an account on the school’s website 
will allow you to monitor updates to vari-
ous parts of the site (district, school, and/or 
teacher sites). A School Web Site Account al-
lows you to “subscribe” to teacher pages. In 
doing so, you may receive e-mail notification 
when a teacher site is updated. This account 
will only work on the district or school Web 
sites. It will not work on Active Parent.

To get started, go to: http://www.mcjags.
com/ and click Sign In or Register at the top 
right of the page.

You can find us on facebook at:  
            Madison Central PTO

Follow us on Instgram at:
             MCHSPTO

Our Twitter handle is:
             @MCPTO

Teachers, clubs and groups each 
have a REMIND (one-way group texting to 
interested parties). Senior parents should 
definitely sign up for the senior remind 
by texting @bkafb To: 81010

http://www.mcjags.com/
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DRUG TESTING
Madison Central High School has a strict no 
drugs, alcohol or weapons policy. All extra-
curricular activities and the purchase of a 
parking decal require a Drug Consent Form. 
The form must be read and signed by the 
student and parent/guardian. Random drug 
testing will be conducted in accordance with 
policies outlined in the Student Hand Book. 
The handbook will be sent home with stu-
dents in the beginning of the school year. A 
copy can also be found on the MCHS web-
site. Drug searches can occur anywhere on 
the school grounds, including inside cars 
parked on campus.

ENROLLMENT – 
ANNUAL REQUIREMENTS
Each year, students must provide documen-
tation that they live in the MCHS (Jag Zone) 
district. In order to complete the annual 
requirements, the MCSD requires copies 
of two current utility bills (not cellular ser-
vice) that match the address recorded in the 
school records. MCHS requires these cop-
ies be delivered to the school in person, 
email or fax between June 1 and the start 
of school. Students will not be given their 
schedule or allowed to attend class until the 
copies are received.
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CLUB/ACTIVITY TYPE OF CLUB SPONSOR(S)

Advocates For 
Change

Interest R. Temple

Academic Competi-
tion*

Competition 
Team

Kristy Ainsworth

Academic 
Decathlon*

Competition 
Team

Susan Shivers, Judy 
Jenkins, J. Parisi, 
Lisa Ray

Art Club Interest/Arts S. Baskin, P. Wright, 
Melton, M. Ain-
sworth, Harrison

Asian Culture Club Interest Brett Mayfield, K. 
Stephenson

Badminton Club Health & Fitness Kristy Ainsworth

Beta Club Honors/Competi-
tion

Monica Johnson, 
Ken Hackman, M. 
Cook

Book Club Interest Terri Binns, M. Por-
tera

Chess Interest C. Sallis

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Students are encouraged to join MCHS Clubs and Activities. 
Most clubs meet in the morning before school begins. Sign up 
for Clubs and Activities occurs in the first few weeks of school.
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CLUB/ACTIVITY TYPE OF CLUB SPONSOR(S)

Cooking Club Interest Auston Edwards, 
Josh Stanford, J. 
Parisi, E. Barger

Drama Club Interest/Arts Leigha Nix

Economics Chal-
lenge

Competition 
Team

Susan Shivers

FCCLA* Career & Techni-
cal

Denise Hanebuth

Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes

Interest Parisi, K. Hackman

Film Club Interest Paul Horn

French Club Language & Culture Bridget Carmody

Fulcrum Service Phylis Findley

German Club Interest K. Hackman

Government Club Interest/
Competition

Susan Shivers, D. 
Smith, A. Edwards, 
K. Stephenson

Interact/Rotary 
International

Service L. McClure, J. Bene-
dict, A. Bennett, B. 
Smith, Y. Boothe, B. 
Carmody

International Eco-
nomic Summit

Competition 
Team

B. Mayfield

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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CLUB/ACTIVITY TYPE OF CLUB SPONSOR(S)

Jungle Buddies 
Club

Service Sally Clark, Cathy 
Ford

Junior Classical 
League (Latin Club)

Language/Com-
petition

Jimmy Ainsworth

MCTV* School Broadcast J. Stanford

Mentoring* Service Laura Isbell, Laura 
Miller

Minority Student 
Union

Interest Chasity Kent, Sa-
brina Smith, A. Friar, 
P. Wiggins

Mock Trial* Competition 
Team

Jimmy Ainsworth

Mu Alpha Theta Honors/Competi-
tion

Miller, Sabrina 
Smith, Tam Yowell

Music/Guitar Club Interest R. Randall

National Honor 
Society

Honors R. Temple, E. Barg-
er, Kristen Stephen-
son

Newspaper* School Publication Vicky Williams

Ornithology (Bird 
Watching)

Interest Ken Hackman

Physics & Astrono-
my Club

Interest Kristy Ainsworth

Real World Design* Competition 
Team

Michelle Robinson
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CLUB/ACTIVITY TYPE OF CLUB SPONSOR(S)
ROTC* Interest/Service Stanley Carroll, Art 

Thompson

Science Oylmpiad Interest Betsy Sullivan, M. 
Robinson, D. Johnson

Science & Math 
Competition Team

Competition 
Team

Paula Mayfield, 
Hunter Green

SHINE Bible Study Interest K. Hackman

Show Choir* Interest/Arts Max Lyall, L. Nix, C. 
Melton, L. Clark, H. 
Green

Speech & Debate 
Team

Competition 
Team

Rachel Clapper

Student Govern-
ment Association

Service/Leader-
ship

Kristy Partrick, Allie 
Holmes, S. Keal-
hofer, A. Edwards

Students Against 
Destructive Decisions

Service K. Hackman, L. Ray

Students for a 
Better America

Interest S. Shivers, D. Smith

TSA Interest C. Smith

Thespians Honors/Arts Leigha Nix, Court-
ney Melton

Ultimate Frisbee Competition 
Team

S. Kealhofer

Weather Club Interest Hunter Greene

Yearbook* School Publication Vicky Williams

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

*Requires enrollment in a course
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FEES
Fees due the first semester of school may 
include:

• PTO Membership- form found 
on the MCHS website, in the 
summer newsletter and in the 
school office.

• T-shirts- may be purchased 
through the PTO

• Yearbooks- form found on the 
MCHS website

• Computer- form found on the 
MCHS website

• Parking Decal
• Extracurricular activities
• Class fees- Science, art, etc.

Free or reduced lunch students will qualify for 
fee waivers. Please see counselor for forms.

GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS
Graduation requirements differ 
from college admission requirements. Please 
consult the college that your student plans 
to attend to make sure that your student will 
meet admission requirements. Mississippi 
graduation requirements can be found here: 
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/dropout-
prevention-and-compulsory-school-atten-
dance-library/mississippi-high-school-nbsp-
graduation-pathway.pdf?sfvrsn=0

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/dropout-prevention-and-compulsory-school-attendance-library/mississippi-high-school-nbsp-graduation-pathway.pdf?sfvrsn=0
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NURSE
A nurse is typically on site at 
MCHS four out of five days each 
week. At the beginning of the 
year, a student health form is 
required to be completed and 
turned in. Student health form http://www.
mcjags.com/cms/lib9/MS01001041/Cen-
tricity/Domain/3900/StudentHealthFor-
md1.pdf

Medication request form
In order to take any medicine at school (in-
cluding over the counter medications - even 
Advil and Tylenol type medicines) a medica-
tion permission request form must be com-
pleted.   http://www.mcjags.com/cms/lib9/
MS01001041/Centricity/Domain/3900/
MedicationRQSTFORMD1.pdf

Other forms may be required if necessary for 
your student’s health.

POLICE PRESENCE
The Madison City Police has assigned a 
School Liaison officer to MCHS. The officer is 
typically stationed at the front of the school 
and is available to assist students, parents 
and families. 

http://www.mcjags.com/cms/lib9/MS01001041/Centricity/Domain/3900/StudentHealthFormd1.pdf
http://www.mcjags.com/cms/lib9/MS01001041/Centricity/Domain/3900/MedicationRQSTFORMD1.pdf
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PHONE NUMBERS
Front Office  ......................... (601) 856-7121
Front Office Fax  ................... (601) 853-2712
Academic Option Center  .... (601) 859-6847
AFJROTC  ............................. (601) 853-0288
Alternative School  ............... (601) 859-0367
Attendance Desk Fax  .......... (601) 853-2049
Band Hall  ............................. (601) 856-1403
Band Hall Fax  ...................... (601) 898-5015
Cafeteria  .............................. (601) 853-4134
Choir Room  ......................... (601) 853-2047
Counselor’s Fax  ................... (601) 898-5006
Field House  ......................... (601) 853-2045
Field House Fax  ................... (601) 898-5019
First Student (Buses)  ............ (601) 859-1633
Gym  ..................................... (601) 853-2042

PTO
Our PTO, whose purpose is to provide re-
sources to empower students as they strive 
for academic excellence, consist of parents, 
school administrators and teachers. The PTO 
Board meets regularly to discuss ideas and 
issues that impact the 1,400+ students at 
Madison Central High School. We encourage 
parents to become involved by joining the 
PTO, volunteering at PTO/school activities 
including monthly staff appreciation lunches, 
canned food drive, proctoring, National Mer-
it Reception, 30+Club Reception, and the 
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Blood Drive. Connect with the PTO through 
our Facebook page (Madison Central PTO), 
Twitter (@MCpto), Instagram (mchspto), and 
Email (mchspto@gmail.com)

ROTC
Madison Central High 
School’s Junior Re-
served Officers Train-
ing Corps unit is affili-
ated with the Air Force. Membership is open 
to 9th through 12th graders, who are citizens 
of the United States and complete an ap-
plication process. Cadets must be physically 
able to participate in the AFJROTC wellness 
program. 

AFJROTC is a class block that teaches the 
U.S. Air Force’s Aerospace Science Course. 
The Aerospace Science Courses introduce 
the historical, scientific and technical aspects 
of the aerospace environment. Leadership 
education provides experiences to develop 
leadership, discipline, responsibility, com-
munication skills, and citizenship. Education 
and leadership also includes wearing the Air 
Force uniform, the proper observance of Air 
Force customs and courtesies, participating 
in drill and ceremonies, giving and receiving 
instructions, acting as a leader and a member 
of the Mississippi 933rd Wing.
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Extracurricular activity teams meet after 
school on either Tuesdays or Thursdays. Try-
outs are required for the Color Guard. There 
is a fee associated with the program. Uni-
forms are furnished by the U.S. Air Force. 

SATP
The passing of four subject area tests are 
required by the state in order to graduate 
from high school. These include Biology 1, 
Algebra 1, English 2 and U.S. History. Tests 
are scheduled by the state and are given late 
in the spring semester. Students are notified 
in the following fall semester if they did not 
pass any tests the previous year. Retesting is 
offered several times during the fall semester. 
Students who retest and still do not pass a 
Subject Area Test may still graduate by dem-
onstrating competency of the subject matter 
via a specific subscore on the ACT exam. 
Please contact your student’s counselor with 
any questions.

SCHEDULES
Schedules are handed out typi-
cally the week before school 
starts in August to the student or a parent 
(not to a friend.) Look for information in the 
summer PTO newsletter as to day and time 
for each class to pick up schedules. During 
schedule pickup, students can receive park-
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ing permits, check out MacBooks, and pur-
chase t-shirts while parents can join the PTO. 
Seniors will also get photos taken for school 
IDs at that time. Problems with schedules are 
addressed on an as-needed first come/first 
serve basis by emailing your counselor and 
stating the issue. Do not expect to talk to a 
counselor during schedule pickup. Please be 
patient as your schedule issue may not be re-
solved until the first week of class. Schedules 
will not be given out until annual enrollment 
requirements have been met.

SCHOOL 
SPONSORED TRIPS
Various classes will have field trips during the 
year. Several will be overnight trips. These 
absences do not count against your student 
for year end testing exemption.

Some teachers offer overseas trips during 
spring break or the summer. While these are 
not “school sponsored” the spring break 
trips will not count against your student’s 
year end testing exemptions.

SENIOR EVENTS
Night to Remember
Night to Remember is offered on the night of 
graduation. This is NOT a school sponsored 
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event, but an event put on by parents of the 
graduates. Information on Night to Remem-
ber will come out in early fall with a de-
posit typically due before the end of the first 
semester. Various signed forms are typically 
required as well.

Senior Portraits
In early June prior to the senior year, the of-
ficial school photographer will send a letter 
with a senior portrait appointment. These 
usually occur in early summer. 

Graduation Supplies
Representatives of Herff Jones will be on 
campus in mid fall to order graduation cap 
and gown as well as other graduation sup-
plies. The representatives are typically at the 
fall senior parent meeting at back to school 
night. A payment will be required to rent the 
cap and gown.

SPECIAL DAYS
Academics are truly the focus at MCHS; how-
ever, the school does have several dress up 
days and special days:

Homecoming week
Homecoming week is strictly handled by the 
MCHS student government (not PTO). Usu-
ally homecoming week involves dress up 
days and a large pep rally. The homecoming 
dance is sponsored by the school. Teachers 
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and administrators chaperone. Anyone bring-
ing a date who does not attend MCHS must 
have prior approval to attend the dance. 
Forms for this approval are found in the front 
office. Tickets are sold during homecoming 
week for the dance.

Red Ribbon Week
Drug awareness week that usu-
ally includes assemblies with 
speakers and dress up days.

Prom
Prom is held in the spring se-
mester for Juniors and Seniors only. Teachers 
and administrators chaperone. Dates who do 
not attend MCHS must have prior approval 
to attend the dance. (See Homecoming 
above.) Tickets are sold during Prom week 
for the dance.

SPEECH AND DEBATE
Students typically start on the Madison Cen-
tral Speech and Debate Team at Rosa Scott 
in the 9th grade and continue throughout 
their time at MCHS. Each spring students 
audition in May for a spot on the team, which 
accepts 35 members.
 
The MCHS Speech and Debate Team meets 
for a class period all year long. Speech and 
Debate has a required camp during the sum-
mer - typically late July for the duration of 
one week.



Notes

37

 The team competes in debate, platform 
speaking events, acting events and limited 
preparation speaking events. The team trav-
els to competitions throughout Mississippi 
and the Southeast as well as out-of state 
national tournaments in places like California 
and Washington, D.C. 

Madison Central Speech and Debate Booster 
Club is the parent organization that sup-
ports all aspects of speech and debate. The 
booster group is responsible for the conces-
sions at all home basketball games. They 
assist with food and judging at the Mid-State 
Invitational which is hosted by MCHS Speech 
and Debate. Volunteers are needed for vari-
ous officer positions in the MC Speech and 
Debate Booster organization, concession 
stand workers, judging at tournaments, foot-
ball parking, and chaperones for speech and 
debate trips.

STUDENT SERVICES
Student services, formerly known as the 
counselor’s office, includes guidance coun-
selors and the registrar. You are encouraged 
to get to know your student’s counselor as 
she holds the key to many a good college 
recommendation letter.

If your student is struggling or sick, please 
keep the counselor informed as she can be 
your student’s advocate and help coordinate 
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your communication with teachers. 

See the following link for your student’s 
counselor:
http://mcjags.com/site/Default.
aspx?PageID=16156

SUPPLIES
Each teacher will give out a school supply list 
on the first day of class. All that is needed for 
the first day of class is the MacBook com-
puter, a spiral notebook and a pencil. Typical 
supplies needed are pencils, pens, red pens, 
2 inch binders, notebook paper, index cards 
and graph paper. 

TESTING 
EXEMPTION
See the handbook for 
details. MCSD allows students to be exempt 
from year end exams if they have no more 
than four absences in that class for the year 
and have a certain grade. 

The school will send “check out forms” for 
testing week at the end of each semester. 
These should be signed and returned by the 
due date which is BEFORE testing week.

http://mcjags.com/site/Default.aspx?PageID=16156
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TRANSPORTATION
Bus
First Student (601-859-1633) provides the 
bus service for MCSD. A bus route schedule 
is printed in the local papers approximately 
one week prior to the start of school. The 
bus route schedule may also be found on 
the Madison County School website or the 
MCHS website under the Parent section. 

Car Riders
Designated car rider line is found in front 
of the school. Prior to school opening at 
8:25, students congregate in the front of the 
school or outside the band hall during good 
weather and in the commons, band hall or 
library on bad weather days. Teachers loosely 
supervise these areas from 7:50 to 8:25. 

Student Drivers
Students who drive to school will have to 
purchase a parking decal for their car. A Drug 
Consent Form and a Parking Decal Form will 
have to be filled out prior to purchasing the 
parking decal. Seniors park in the front park-
ing lot (first two rows are reserved for staff). 
Sophomores and Juniors park in back of the 
school.
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WORK-BASED 
LEARNING
Juniors and Seniors are eligible to apply 
for Work-Based Learning through Madison 
County Career and Technical Center. The 
application process begins in January and 
includes an interview in the spring to be 
eligible for this class the following year. Stu-
dents leave school prior to the last block of 
the day each day and report to a job (typi-
cally, that relates to their future career plans) 
for 15+ hours per week. Students receive two 
elective credits for completion of the class. 
Other requirements are involved. For more 
information, please see: http://mcjags.com/
domain/2878

Madison Central High School
1417 Highland Colony Parkway

Madison, MS 39110

http://mcjags.com/domain/2878



